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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


OIL COUNTRIES AID JERUSALEM ARAB BUSINESSES 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 18 Nov 81 p 16 
[Article by Tzvi Zinger] 


[Text] Arab inhabitants of East Jerusalem who have recently established 
businesses and plants by permit have gotten petrodollar grants and loans of 
between 100,000 and 150,000 Jordanian dinars (4.2 to 6.3 million shekels) via 
the joint PLO-Jordanian commission headquartered in Amman. MA'ARIV has learned 
this from a reliable source in Jerusalem. 


The PLO and Jordan want to participate in financing the establishment of various 
organizations in East Jerusalem. This means organizations of all types and not 
just those of a political stripe. According to information that has reached 
Jerusalem, it is a matter even of “yoga or garage owner clubs." 


Yesterday, it was reported in MA‘ARIV that Arabs who recently built a house by 
permit in Jerusalem received a grant of 8000 Jordanian dinars each (about 340,000 
shekels). The intent is to increase the grante and their distribution. Thus 
far there has been no clarification of the ov: all total of grants that have 
flowed to the inhabitants of East Jerusalem, but in a year and a half about 420 
building permits have been issued to East Jerusalem Arabs. 


A senior official in the Jerusalem municipality told MA‘ARIV yesterday that there 
is no way to prevent the flow of these grants to the inhabitants of East 
Jerusalem. He added: "It is impossible to legally prevent a person from building 
a house on his property. This is a given that we have to live with." 


The grants are transferred to the Arabs of East Jerusalem after they present 
the permits that they received from the municipality to East Jerusalem political 
leaders who are acceptable to the PLO and to Jordan. Only after these latter 
have certified that the permit was in fact issued, a portion of the money is 
turned over "on account," and upon completion of construction, the remainder 

of the money is transferred. 


In the Jerusalem municipality the phenomenon is seen rather as a part of the 
attempt to prevent the exodus of Arabs from East Jerusalem--in order to pre- 
serve their demographic position. In this connection it is noted that heavy 
pressures are brought to bear, and even threats on the part of nationalist 
elements, against Arabs who want to sell property and homes in the eastern part 
of the city to Jews. 
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CSO: 4423/65 











INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


ARAB LEADERS BLAMED FOR ERRONEOUS WESTERN MEDIA IMAGES 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 98, 26 Dec 81-1 Jan 82 p 96 
[Article by Jihad al-Khazin: "Some Very Responsible Observations" ] 


[Text] A British man visiting Niagara Falls for the first time in his life 
remained quite composed in front of their grandeur. Trying to arouse his 
enthusiasm, the tour guide said, "Millions cf gallons of water flow through 
the falls every minute."' The British man was unmoved, but he said calmly, 
"How many gallons per day?" The guide said, "Billions of gallons." The 
British man maintained his composure and saic\|, "It seems to me that these 
falls operate at night too!" 


The moral of the story is that the only way one can score a point against 
an enemy, a competitor or even a friend is to appear unconcerned regardless 
of what goes on in one's mind and heart. The American guide knew that there 
was nothing in Britain that was half as spectacular as Niagara Falls. How- 
ever, her attempt to get the British tourist to admit that was thwarted 

by well-known British impassivity. The tourist responded [to those 
attempts] as though he were standing in front of a water faucet whose pro- 
prietor can turn on and off at will. His reaction was not that of one stan- 
ding in front of one of nature's greatest wonders. 


The story of the British [tourist] and many other similar stories came back 
to me when I heard Libyan President Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi talk in a tele- 
vision interview [that was broadcast] live on U.S. television. The readers 
will know the relationship [between al-Qadhdhafi and the story about the 
British tourist] from the course of the article. 


It may be that the Libyan president's problem and that of many Arab leaders 
like him lies in the fact that they are surrounded by people who do not 
tell them the truth. A man who receives untruthful reports will make erro- 
neous decisions for which he, and not those who work for him, is [ulti- 
mately] responsible. This is because he is the one who chose those people 
in the first place. 


Despite my sincere desire to stay within the bounds of propriety and res- 
pect, I am also obligated to be candid so that the point of the article 





would not be lost, leaving readers frustrated with nonsensical, idle talk. 


Therefore, I am explaining [my point] by giving a clear example. President 
al-Qadhdhafi spoke in English [in that interview]. He does not speak the 
language well even though there are those around him who appear to claim 
to him that his [command of] English is sound and that his accent is intel- 
ligible. 


That, truthfully, honestly and quite sincerely, is not true. 


It is my hope that the president will read these words, but I realize that 
the person who persuaded him that his English was good and that his accent 
was intelligible will consider this article offensive and will keep it 
away from the president who may not find out about anything that does not 
give him joy. 


Thus I write this article with less than little hope that these words will 
reach the man for whom they were intended. But I write in the hope that 
someone else in a similar position will read this article, find it useful 
and put it to use for our good. 


Thus I am saying that if an Arab official is not quite fluent in a foreign 
language, he should speak in his native Arabic and let an experienced inter- 
preter interpret his thoughts into the other language. 


If an official were to do that, he would avoid, first, grammatical errors 
that may cause his words to be misconstrued. Second, his accent may make 
what he says difficult to understand, even though it may be grammatically 
correct. Third, so much effort is spent in choosing the [proper] words, 
the official in question [would avoid] forgetting what he wanted to say. 
Fourth, [if Arab officials were to speak in Arabic], an interviewer would 
not get the unnecessary "advantage" of speaking confidently in his own 
language, which he speaks fluently, while the official stammers his res- 
ponse in the foreign language. 


I used the example of language because I see it as clearly as I can see 
white and black. It is indisputable. However, the more important point in 
the matter is that with which I began: the example of the British [tourist ] 
who won "the battle" with the tour guide, even though England does not have 
anything like Niagara Falls, because he "appeared" unmoved by the falls. 


President al-—Qadhdhafi was perturbed by U.S. charges against his country. 
The charges were provocative indeed, and al-—Qadhdhafi's response was sharp. 
He accused the U.S. president of lying; he said he was silly, a child and 
many other things that most readers must have read about at that time. 


Whether or not President Ronald Reagan is as Col al-Qadhdhafi described 
him, the epithets that were exchanged were such as should not be said. 


Once again, I remain within the bounds of what is white and black, avoiding 
the grey and shaded areas to discount disputes. Immediately after the 





interview with the Libyan president the pro-Zionist senator, Patrick 
Moynihan found a rare opportunity to wage a scurrilous attack on the Libyan 
president and to hurl upon him charges and insults in a cruel fashion as he 
appeared to defend the president of the country and his honor and the honor 
of the country as well. 


But had President al-Qadhdhafi's conduct followed the British example and 
had he been satisfied with challenging the U.S. government to come up with 
proof that Libya had sent guerillas to assassinate senior U.S. officials, 
Moynihan and all those who made comments after the interview would have 
been at a loss for words because they would have been preoccupied with the 
search for the evidence or with [the effort to] come up with unacceptable 
excuses for not producing this alleged evidence. 


Once again, although we can make 1,001 observations about this television 
interview and about similar matters as well, we want, as we said pre- 
viously, to remain within the bounds of propriety and responsibiiity. We 
are not friends of President al-Qadhdhafi, and we are not his enemies. We 
are citizens of this nation. What benefits the nation benefits us, and what 
hurts it hurts us. 


I conclude as 1 began with the British tourist who went to New York. In 
Broadway, the famous theater district, the tour guide told him that a com- 
pany had begun building a large advertisement billboard that will have 
17,000 red light bulbs and 15,000 blue light bulbs. She said that there 
would be a continuously flashing yellow star at the center of the bill- 
board. The British tourist thought for a moment and then said impassively, 
"But don't you think that all these colors will make the advertisement 
"garish?" 
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CSO: 4504/166 








INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


SUDANESE-ABU DHABI LABOR AGREEMENT--After today employment of Sudanese 
workers in the United Arab Emirates will be subject to a general agreement 
that defines the conditions under which those people can work, the provi- 
sions for their transfer from one job to another, their wages and the 
bonuses they will receive upon termination of employment. This agreement 
between the government of the United Arab Emirates and the government of 
Sudan was signed in Khartoum by the Emirates' minister of labor and social 
affairs, Mr Sayf al-Jarwan and by Sudan's minister of public service and 
administrative reform, Mr Haydar Kabsun. The agreement went into effect on 
18 November, and it will remain effective for 4 years. It is to be renewed 
automatically unless one of the two countries requests that it be amended 
or revoked. The agreement contains provisions regulating every aspect of 
the work relationship between Sudanese workers and employers in the 
Emirates. It covers offers of employment sent by employers through the 
Ministry of Labor in the Emirates to the Ministry of Public Service in 
Sudan. !The latter] publicizes those offers in Sudan to recruit appropriate 
workers for them. While the agreement stipulated that any offer of employ- 
ment was to include all the conditions that are required and offered [for a 
job ]--qualifications, specializations, wages, bonus, housing conditions, 
work conditions and residency--the agreement also gave the Sudanese worker 
whose contract expires or whose employment contract is voluntarily ter- 
minated by both parties the right to work within his field of specializa- 
tion for another employer elsewhere [in the Emirates]. Otherwise, he would 
be returned to Sudan at the expense of the original employer. j{Text] 
[Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 250, 5 Dec 81 pp 49, 51] 8592 


EAST GERMAN TERRORIST TRAINING--East Germany will send another large number of 
military experts to Lebanon to train the terrorists in the use of the modern 
weapons systems which are flowing to them from the Soviet bloc. According to 
sources in West Berlin, these are the principal results of the PLO military dele- 
gation to the eastern part of the city. The sources said that one of the main 
problems discussed was the technical difficulties that the terrorists in Lebanon 
had in operating the new equipment that they had received. At the head of the 
PLO delegation was the deputy commander of the terrorists’ military arm, Khalil 
al-Wazir. According to an estimate by Western sources, there are about 500 
terrorists training in military installations in East Germany. This number is 
likely to increase considerably now. [Text] [Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 

22 Nov 81 p 1] 9794 
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AFGHANISTAN 


‘BAKHTAR' REPORTS ON DRA ECONOMIC SUCCESSES 
LD030644 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0415 GMT 3 Feb 82 


[Text] Kabul, 2 Feb (BAKHTAR)--In a previous report published and transmitted on 

28 January, the work achieved by the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan after the 
April revolution, especially after its new phase, was highlighted, and on some other 
performances of the DRA in the economic sphere after the April revolution, especially 
its new phase. 


The results of the economic performances of the DRA led to the distribution of land 
free to 297,000 of farmers’ families, the establishment of seven mechanized agricul- 
tural centres and 400 active installations, 26-50 percent rise in the wages of 
workers and contracted employees, 20-30 percent increase in the purchasing price of 
cotton and beet roots, 20 to 40 percent decline in the sale price of fertilizer and 
agricultural tools and machinery, 217 percent increase in exports, inclusion of 249 
development projects in the context of the 5 year plan (a number of them have already 
started production), and irrigation of 2,000 hectare of new land. 


After the new phase of April revolution, the mistakes and errors inherited from 
Amin's regime were rectified and momentous reforms were introduced in respect to 

the state land policy. Unnecessary haste and hurry on the implementation of land 
reform were renunciated. Minimum permissible ownership was raised to two hectares 
and the development stage of land reforms under an all-round agricultural development 
programme for the stabilization of a just and durable relations in the rural areas 
were begun. The main features of the development stage of land reform under this 
programme were the evaluation of the previous stage of land reforms, recitification 
of the errors occurred in the former phase of land reforms, distribution of officials 
ownership documents, just distribution of land and water, robilization of farmers 
and land holders in the agricultural cooperatives, the expansion of productive 
commercial and social activities, the establishment of cooperative unions to the 
level of provinces, improvement in the allotment system of water allocations, the 
establishment of regular water installatins in the rural areas, new facilities for 
the irrigation of agricultural lands, the foundation of mechanized farms, the distri- 
bution of land to nomads and solution of their settlement question. 


The DRA adopted comprehensive measures towards the achievement of these aims in 
the course of the past 2 years. One thousand, two hundred eleven agricultural 
cooperatives were established in which about 220,000 farmers were organized. 

Two hundred thirty five plougns were distributed to the farmers free of charge. 














Four hundred tons of improved cotton seeds, 15,000 tons improved wheat seeds, 
30 tons improved seeds of sugar beet were gratuitously distributed to farmers. 


Besides, seven big mechanized agricultural centres in Balkh, Baghlan, Qonduz, Herat, 
Chazni, Jowzjan and Kabul were «stablished to assist the state farms, couperatives 
and the individual farmers. Two hundred sixty five tractors, 80 combines and 

50 lorry vehicles are operating in these agricultural centers. 


Agriculture in public sector was expanded to 50 state farms in an area of 100,000 
hectares of land. A considerable growth has been observed in the role of agricul- 
tural banks in giving long term loans and agricultural drugs to the farmers during 
the past 2 years, about 722 million Afghanis arrears of 3.4 million farmers were 
exempted. 


In 1358 (21 March 1979-20 March 1980) in continuation of the previous work, popu- 
lation census of Afghanistan was completed and for the first time the population 
of Afghanistan was determined to be 15.96 million. The workable population was 
set to be 8.5 million persons, 43.8 percent of which was set to be economically 
active comprising the labour force of Afghanistan. 


In 1358 (21 March 1979-20 March 1980) the first 5 year economic and social develop- 
ment plan for the years 1358-1362 (1979-80-84) was formulated in the context of which 
the annual plans were drafted and implemented since 1359 (21 March 1980-20 March 
1981). This transformed the state into a leading and managing center of the national 
economy of Afghanistan. 


In the sphere of financial policy, the state revenue amounted to 34,950.9 million 
Afghanis in 1359 (21 March 1980-20 March 1981) which showed 5.8 and 32.4 percent 
growth compared to the years of 58 (1979-1980) and 57 (1978-1979) respectively. 


The state revenue from the internal sources amounted to 26,221.2 million Afghanis 
in 1359 (21 March 1980-20 March 1981) which indicates a percentage rise of 66.1 
and 59.4 respectively. [Approximately] 43.9 percent of revenues from internal 
sources comes from the export of gas. 


In 1360, current Atghan year ending on 2i March 1982, the state revenue amounts to 
31,138.00 million Afghanis, comprising 29,981 million Afghanis from internal sources 
indicating 27.7 percent rise as compared with the year 1359 (1980-1981). 


The total state expenditure including the ordinary and development expenditures 
amounted to 33,759 million Afghanis in 1359 (1980-1981), which rose to 45,502 
million Afghanis in 1360 (1981-82) indicating a rise of 49 percent as compared 
with the year 1359 (1980-81). 


For the first time the budget for the year 1359 (1980-81) was realized without 
deficit and without borrowing from the central bank. This balance of the budget 
was kept during the year 1360 (1981-82) despite some difficulties. 


The distribution of investment in the plan of 1359 (1980-81) included 243 projects, 
193 of which were carry-over and 50 were new projects. In the year 1360 (1981-82), 
the 249 development projects were distributed in such a way that 84.4 percent of 
it was allocated to 184 carry-over projects and 13.6 percent was appropriated to 
65 new projects. 








Mines, industry and energy section, comprising the state, mixed and private sectors, 
was directed towards substantial and fundamental changes. 


The way of the growth of the state sector in industry is the way of the growth of 
industrialization of the country. In 1359 (1980-81) a number of productive enter- 
prises such as Jangalak Factory and the factory of chemical fertilizer and 
electricity of Naghlo were able to produce more than envisaged in the plan. 


The production of natural gas went up 19.9 percent in 1359 (1980-81) as compared 
with the year 1358 (1979-80) and 13.4 percent as compared with the year 1357 (1978 
79). The selling price of gas to the Soviet Union was raised 30 percent beginning 


from the year 1360 (1981-82) and the total revenue from it amounted to 13,500 million 
Afghanis. 


In 1360 (1981-82) 4.42 percent and 5.5 percent increases were observed in the extrac- 
tion of coal and production of chemical fertilizer respectively. 


The process of the pressed cotton, productions of meat, concrete iron and vegetable 
oil were realized more than envisaged in the plan. 


In 1360 (1981-82), the constructional work of a number of carry-over projects was 
completed and started production. The value of the electric power in 1359 (1980- 
81) has risen 2.6 percent and 16.3 percent as compared with 1358 (1979-80) and 
1357 (1978-79) respectively. 


Nine percent of the survey work of the transmission line project from Soviet border 
to Kabul, which has a great importance in providing electric energy for the produc- 
tive centers, was completed. 


The export has gone up to 717.5 million dollars in 1360 (1981-82) from $321.8 million 
in 1357 (1978-79) and the imports rose to $575.3 miilion in 1360 (1981-82) from 
$407.8 million in 1357 (1978-79). Thus the balance of payment shows a surplus of 
$142.2 million during the current year. 


The volume of foreign trade has considerably increased with the member countries 
of the Council of Mutual Economic Assistance which amounts to 71 percent of the 

total foreign trade of Afghanistan. The circulation of land transportation has 

shown an increase of 17 percent in 1360 (1981-82) as compared with the year 1359 
(1980-81). 
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DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE OUTLINED 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French No 930, 18-24 Dec 81 pp 21-27 
[Article by Y. Sassi: "Development on Rails"] 


[Text] The backbone of development, the lungs of the economy and of the country... 
there is no lack of words to express the importance ard impact of the transport 
sector as far as expansion projects are concerned. Beyond the sectorial inter- 
dependence, the strategic activity of transportation has a strong effect on the 
development of the country and on the future of its planned targets. The first 
condition for an overall solution to the problem of transportation is to cover the 
needs created by the national drive to control and expand the economic fabric. 


Therefore, one mst determine the nature and the objectives of the agricultural, 
industrial, educational and social sectors before setting out implementation goals 
in the sphere of transportation. Once this is done, the various modes of trans- 
portation--rail, road, sea and air--will be distributed according to the technical 
requirements of products and the geographic location of needs. 


The magnitude of the planned development, the heavy density of population and the 
vastness of our territory are all actual limitations greatly affecting the changes 
in the country's. economy and, to a lesser extent, in the transportation sector. 

What shortcomings have been pinpointed? What are the solutions being considered? 


As the year comes to an end, we are attempting to make a survey of the past, present 
and future of this vital service following the established practice of drawing an 
economic evaluation. The subject was given prominence in the agenda of a meeting 
attended by central government officials and the executive bureaus of the 
governates. 


A Heavy Balance Sheet 


Just before the seventies, the communication infrastructures were generally thought 
to be adequate while tk: contribution of that sector to the country's development 
was considered to be neutral acting as a support instrument to meet the needs 
created by industrialization and by economic development in general. In addition 
to this, and always from a qualitative viewpoint, the planners established several 
objectives in connection with the transportation sector: increasing to 50 percent 
the national participation in the country's international traffic and distributing 
in a logical manner the various modes of transport which must complement each other. 





In the years of the 2D plan, 45 percent of the goods transported by land was 
carried by rail while the SNTR [National Road Transport Company] handled 40 percent 
of the goods transported by road. The CNAM [Algerian National Shipping Company] 
carried 25 percent of the sea freight and 50 percent of the hydrocarbon shipments. 


Minimal until 1974, capital expenditures for the period covering the two 4-year 
plans totalled 14 billion Algerian dinars (3.3 percent of all appropriations for 

the period between 1967 and 1978) but only 7.7 billion dinars were used mostly to 
import vehicles. Although priority was given to financing the subsectors of 
maritime, rail and, finally, road transportation, investments on the infrastructures 
of transportation, such as maintenance and upkeep, were generally neglected. Credits 
were allocated to the railroad network but it was not expanded at all. 


Three thousand kilometers of new roads ir the south of the country, most of which 
are part of the "Trans-Sahara" and 2,000 kilometers of rvads upgraded represent 
the total of what was achieved hetween 1967 and 1978, a period also marked by a 
dearth of port and aeronauti:al infrastructures. Putting together all these 
elements, one realizes the need to restructure the transport sector in such a way 
as to ensure the country's development. 


Instead of solving the problem, the massive addition of means of transportation has 
clogged the weak infrastructures which existed after independence. Moreover, until 
1978, no significant project was carried out in the sphere of the transport infra- 
structure except in a few and very specific cases. The plurality of public and 
private transport operators did not help either; until very recently, it was 
impossible to determine the size of the transportation fleet. 


There are many examples of this kind of problems which are inherent to the develop- 
ment process or the result of inadequate planning. Some are more serious than 
others but they range from bottlenecks in urban traffic to insufficient port 
facilities and include an occasional shortage of seats available in flights and 
trains which are always behind schedule. 


In brief, the conclusions drawn from an objective analysis lead us to a heavy 
evaluation. An example sometimes mentioned is the case of a cement plant with a 
production capacity of 1 million tons which is not linked to a railroad line. 


New Strategy: Priority for the Infrastructure 


The present situation in that sector is marked by many problems which can only be 
attributed in part to the general development of the country and to the far-reaching 
development targets which have been set. The analysis must go further and must 
include a restatement of new strategy based on a rational approach to the poten- 
tialities (first the infrastructure immediately followed by resources) and this 
strategy must be aimed at modernizing and increasing the facilities evenly 
distributed among the various modes of transportation. 


Railroad transportation must be given priority because it offers many advantages to 


the economy; in view of its reliability, that subdsector of transport must be given 
bacx its rightful place. Although some statistics show that in a number of European 
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countries 40 percent of the land transportation is done by rail, our country's 
figures indicates operations amounting to less than 10 percen‘’: but there are plans 
to increase it to 40 percent. 


Because our previous economic activity was outward-looking, the railroad infra- 
structure built by the colonial authorities was chiefly located in the north of the 
country. Since hardly anything was changed later, it is quite logical that rail 
transportation went into a decline. The volume of freight carried by rail has 
increased at the rate of 3 percent while the volume of road freight has known as 
much as a 16 percent increase. 


Given this disequilibrium, the 5-year plan has assigned total priority to the 
railroad infrastructure and intends to make large investments to expand and develop 
the existing network, improve the regional railroad lines and expand the rail 
system. Apart from <he southern circle (Touggourt, Hassi Messaoud, Ouargla, 
Ghardaia, Laghouat, Djelfa), there are also plans to build an important railroad 
line running parallel to the coast between Tebessa and Tlemcen without passing 
through the extreme north. Current projects are also based on industrial consider- 
ations since they will help to increase the use of the rail system by serving all 
the industrial enclaves and all major ports, existing ones as well as those which 
will be built in the future. 


The port infrastructure, another hotly debated issue, has also suffered from the 
same lack of interest. Although impressive, the only expansion works carried out 
since independence were in the spcialized ports for the shipment of petroleum and 
gas. The inadequacy of means, the deterioration due to the lack of maintenance 
work and to the fact that port equipments are very old, are aggravated by many 
difficulties created by the problems of organization. Limited operations to ease 
bottlenecks have not been abie to solve the serious shortcomings registered. 
Today, a whole array of measures is under consideration to boost the activity of 
our ports. 


The first thing that must be done is to make available as large an area as possible 
in the port zones or in their immediate vicinity (32 hectares in the case of the 
port of Algiers). Only those buildings which are not needed will be saved from 
demolition. Lighting, now inadequate and insufficient, must be reassessed to meet 
the requirewents of nighttime operations. The choice of terminals for imported 
products must be based on the final destination of these goods and not on the fact 
that the national enterprise involved has forwarding facilities in a given geo- 
graphic location. One must opt for specialized ports to adapt their equipment to 
the technical requirements of the goods and parcels going through them. 


The Council of Ministers’ meeting hopes to increase by 20 percent the performance 
and efficiency rates of the resources brought into play. Organizational measures 
already introduced and partly carried out will be continued and expanded to 
restructure the ports. This restructuration will bring back order into the 
activities of the many operators involved and will also help to put an end to the 
problem of so many ships standing idle in harbor. When Algerian citizens try to 
determine how much this will cost our country in terms of lost revenue, they wonder 
why there is always so much incompetence. 


ll 











In general terms, and as planned by the Council of Ministers’ meeting of 14 July, 
the study and implementation of a guideline program for port infrastructures are 
required to completely solve the existing inadequacies. A preliminary plan, 

jointly mapped out by the Ministries of Planning and Public Works, is designed to 
redistribute more evenly the volume of goods traffic. In addition to new facilities 
in the zone between Bejaia and Jijel, now very badly served, one of the main aspects 
of the plan is to boost and revitalize the ports of Dellys, Mostaganem, Oran and 
Ghazaouet. 


Directly linked to the geographic characteristics of our vast territory, air 
transportation represents the third element of that sector and its vital contribu- 
tion is abolutely necessary to implement a policy of regional equilibrium in the 
case of governorates which are fairly isolated and a long distance from some areas 
of supply. For instance, since May 1981, air transportation has been used to carry 
food products to the governorates of the south. The company Galeries Algeriennes 
has had fairly conclusive results when it chartered planes tocarry loads of up to 
21 tons in weight and 149 cubic meters in terms of volume. Between May and 
November, 2 million eggs, 20 tons of beef, 3 tons of lamb and 26 tons of cheese 
were flown to the governorate of Tamanrasset. 


This example notwithstanding, the fact remains that the problems arising in the use 
of air transportation are not those specifically attributed to that method of 
transportation. Although the existing air transportation fleet is modern, it faces 
the problem of having inherited an inadequate infrastructure originaliy intended 
for purely military purposes. 


The objective pursued by the 5-year plan is to prepare and launch new projects for 
the interior of the country, mainly in the highlands of the south, to create in 
Algeria a vast network of airports. 


The objective of the 1980-84 plan is to give a boost to the transport sector and 
this requires overhauling the infrastructures, a task extending into the future well 
beyond the short and medium-terms. Indeed, transportation must come before develop- 
ment. Before building a factory, one must build a railline to its location so as 

to bring supplies for the construction work and later to start production. 


As well as resources, this pump-priming program requires a rational organization 
perfectly atuned to the country's economic policy. 


Decentralization and Other Reorganizing Measures 


In the light of the reports prepared by the governates in 1980 and seeing what was 
accomplished during 1981, there has been quite a noticeable improvement. First of 
all, several facilities were created at the district level and at the governorate 
level. These enterprises are undoubtedly important because they enable local 
authorities to deal with their transportation needs. 


Decentralization means, in this case, greater local participation, more particularly 


in the sphere of human and material resources and with regard to achievement goals. 
After clearly defining the basic principles, it was necessary to give a more 
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specific content to the tasks ahead *o reconcile the creative spirit of the 
district and governorate with the realities of the land. 


Previous regulations were based on total centralization, but this is not the case 
at present. 


Before 1979, the governorates did not have departments of transportation. Coming 
under the jurisdiction of the department also responsible for commerce and prices, 
the services of transportation, of strategic and paramount importance, did not have 
their own spokesman in the Executive Council of the governorates. The creation of 
a local and properly staffed agency has filled this gap and has made it possible to 
actually decentralize the responsibilities, the duties and the solution of problems. 


This agency was given wide powers as well as control over all operational aspects: 
supervision, planning, enforcement of regulations, promotion and development of 
local transportation enterprises, coordination of all ownership sectors and tech- 
nical operators in the region. Local communities needed to have greater controi 
over this sector because it is really impossible for the central authorities to 
adopt the measures required to meet the constantly increasing needs which, more 
often than not, call for specific and swift solutions. To avoid all interference, 
districts ant governorates have administrative territorial jurisdiction to exercise 
their powers regarding local transportation of goods and resources. The district 
authorities organize the transportation of schoolchildren from villages which are 
too far away and they participate in the drafting of passenger transportation 
programs. 


Regarding taxicab operations, and the wider issue of regulations applicable to road 
transportation which governorates and districts are required to enforce, the mini- 
ster of transporation declared, among other things, that enacted regulations, which 
are applicable to the entire territory, need to be adjusted to special local 
conditions. After which, it is up to the appropriate authorities to control taxi 
drivers and, above all, to have the courage of imposing sanctions. The taxicab 
sector was not neglected by the central authorities. Recently, 7,600 new taxicabs 
equipped with electrical meters were put at the disposal of the governorates. 


Decentralization--a move gradually being carried out in the last few years and not 
forcibly introduced--has already started to show obvious results. By 31 October 
1981, 27 enterprises for the transportation of merchandise had been set up in the 
governorates and 4 others are at the planning stage. With a carrying capacity 
ranging between 700 and 1,400 tons, the vehicle fleets of the governorates must be 
specifically designed for the distances that have to be covered. At district level, 
there are 137 companies operating and 94 others engaged in school busing. 


The wise allocation of means of transportation already in progress must be 
accompanied by the creation of locai maintenance facilities which will be available 
to all categories of vehicle owners. But it is obvious that by itself, this measure 
is not enough to solve the problem of a serious under utilization of the transport 
fleet. Even if each sector is rationally organized, the political decision to sup- 
ply operators with the required spare parts must be put into effect. A list of all 
the items needed must be established, evaluations must be made and a suitable plan 
drawn while increasing the number of sales outlets, reorganizing the SONACOME 
[National Mechanical Engineering Company] and keeping strict track of all operators 
involved. 
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In addition to this decentralization toward the local level, which is the mainspring 
of development in this sector, other measures have been adopted which follow the 
same objective. 


For instance, a reorganization of transport companies is now in progress and its 
purpose is to set up units which are easier to operate and where encumbrances and 
constraints can be more easily corrected. Officials in charge of this sector are 
also interested in the question of training of personnel. Given the lack of 
specialized centers, these officials are preparing a vast program expected to 
produce good results: a national training school of land transportation, 4 regional 
road training centers, an aeronautical technical national school, 22 centers for 
light aircraft, 3 schools of port training, a training ship.... 


Control Over the Economic Future 


The approach to this revitalization also focuses attention on renewing and expanding 
the means of transportation. The transportation sector has opted for far reaching 
and necessary long-term solutions to avoid the imbalances which could result from 
failing to plan ahead. 


This is why a project to build a subway in Algiers is under consideration in 
accordance with a political decision, made at the highest level, to increase efforts 
to turn Algiers into a real capital city where the problem of urban transportation 
is solved in a scientific and radical way. The lessons drawn from the subway 
systems of Caracas, Mexico City, Hong Kong, Munich and so on, indicate that this is 
the only solution. That method of transportation will make it possible to carry 
between 25,000 and 30,000 passengers per hour during the rush periods or the 
equivalent of 375 buses occupying both sides of a 3-lane road. Right now, they are 
conducting a feasibility study of this project. In the western districts of Algiers, 
this subway would iiave to run underground or on elevated tracks depending on land 
restrictions. 


The expansion project for the airport of Algiers is counting on a passenger traffic 
of 10 million travelers by 1995. Oran, Constantine, Annaba and several other cities 
will also increase their passenger capacity according to the 5-year plan. Several 
airports are under construction. In the case of major airports, studies based on 
several different models will make it possible to take delivery of the installa- 
tions by sections. Also, increasingly sophisticated ground equipment will make 
landings possible regardless of weather conditions. 


The priority assigned to the railroads is emphasized by the performance goals set 
for that sector: to raise from 2 to 7 million tons the volume of goods transported 
and to electrify the lines in large cities. The scale of the projects for new 
railroad lines is such as to meet any future expansion: 50 rail stations between 
Algiers and Tizi-Ouzou and 50 others as far as El Afroum should be enough to 
completely solve the transportation problem in the capital. Half a million passen- 
gers a day are expected to use the train which will also be much faster. The 
process of economic takeoff is also getting into a higher gear. Development is on 
the right track. 


8796 
CSO: 4519/84 
14 








ALGERTA 


DIVERSIFICATION OF FOREIGN TRADE SUPPORTED 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French No 931, 25-31 Dec 81 pp 16-18, 51 
[Article by Y. Sassi] 


[Text] Far from being merely accidental, regional economic organizations are the 
result of mature reflection. For instance, the reason behind the creation of the 
EEC in the case of the Western European countries and of the CMEA (Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance) in the case of the USSR and the socialist countries of 
Eastern Europe was their unquestionable economic advantages, meaning a profitable 
trade and close cooperation. These elements are taken into account by the African 
leaders. 


In this second half of December 1981, a majority among the 9 heads of state and 
government taking part in the 17th UDEAC [Customs and Economic Union of Central 
Africa] summit meeting have come out in favor of creating "a big economic community." 
Also right now, 18 heads of state from countries in eastern and southern Africa are 
putting the finishing touches (ratification) to the establishment of a preferential 
trade zone. There is no longer need to list the advantages of multilateral 
cooperation. 


In our own country, much attention is given to the question of foreign trade both 
from an international viewpoint and with regard to its domestic repercussions. Our 
fundamental options compel us to make our country's foreign trade one of our prior- 
ities specially since the necessary planning and the monopoly of the state over 
foreign trade are two basic elements which govern our trade operations. For a 
country such as Algeria, control over its foreign trade hinges on the more important 
element of organization. The desire to diversify our partners is a very concrete 
expression of that fact. The objective pursued is to compensate for the economic 
impact made by one or other partner or group of partners. Following a purely 
theoretical reasoning, it seems natural that we would be inclined to deal with the 
socialist countries since we share a common political cption. But what happens in 
practice? 


The Crack of the Whip 
The road to political independence has always been shorter than the road to economic 


independence and the joint efforts made by the Algerian Government and people to 
develop rapidly their national economy bear witness to this fact. As colonization 
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came to an end in 1962, a reality was suddenly revealed: the contradictions 
appearing in an outward-looking economy which was disjointed and mainly linked to 
and controlled by the "mother state." Traditional trade was basically centered on 
the exchange of primary products for manufactured goods which meant that all value 
added went into somebody else's pockets. 


Right after independence, the annual volume of foreign trade was 7 billion dinars 
(equally divided between imports and exports) but this situation was made worse by 
the fact that foreign commercial operators were everywhere. 


Taking back control over the decision-making process meant in practice paying 
closer attention to the question of foreign trade. This is why the policy adopted 
consisted not only in increasing our national production to achieve the necessary 
economic takeoff but also in diversifying both our products and partners and 
effectively controlling our foreign trade putting national and not foreign operators 
in charge of it. 


To that effect and starting in 1966, public enterprises were created in various 
sectors with exclusive control over imports and, today, all foreign trade operations 
are in the hands of national operators who monopolize that sphere. 


The total volume of foreign trade jumped from 7 billion dinars in 1963 to 94 billion 
in 1980. Just for 1970, it amounted to 11 billion which clearly indicates the 
stimulant effect of the two 4-year plans on the country's economy and on the volume 
of our trade operations. Furthermore, the persistent deficit of our foreign trade, 
due to the large volume of imports and the low prices of exports, was brought 

under control. And a surplus was even achieved: 3.7 billion dinars in 1979 and 

11 billion in 1980. 


The policy of diversification also led us to seek new suppliers and new markets for 
our exports. Although the best part of our imports continue to come from the EEC 
countries (61.7 percent in 1980 compared to 86 percent in 1963 and 70 percent in 
1967), the percentage of imports from other countries of Europe, North America and 
Asia and from the European socialist countries are all increasing. As for exports, 
they have been more evenly distributed among our various partners, a development 
which must be qualified by that fact that the proportion of hydrocarbon exports 

has increased very sharply (98 percent in 1980 compared to 70 percent in 1975). 


On the other hand, the diversification of products has only applied to imports. 
There have been notable changes in the pattern of trade operations. Although the 
chapter of "consumer goods" has increased in absolute value, it has registered a 
drop in relative value (25 percent in 1967, 16 percent in 1970 and 10 percent in 
1980). Imports of consumer goods, standing at about 11 billion dinars in 1980, 
dropped in relative value compared to the previous plan periods. Conversely, raw 
materials and semifinished goods registered a remarkable increase. From 1.9 
billion dinars in 1970 they jumped to 7.5 billion in 1975 and to 17.3 billion in 
1980 (42 percent of the total). Food products continue to account for 20 percent 
of our imports. 


Despite an appreciable increase in the volume of our foreign trade--between 1967 and 


1980, our imports were multiplied by 13--the amount of trade with the socialist 
countries of Europe remains rather small. 
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Looking at the figures, one comes out with « jagged curb showing a slight tendency 
to increase in absolute value. But this is not a basis for optimism because, in 
terms of relative value, the portion of imports from and exports to these countries 
is going dow. In addition to which, foreign trade with these countries covers a 
very small range of products which indicates that it involves isolated trade 
operations rather than solid and habitual mutual exchanges. This state of affairs 
is one of the reasons why Algeria is suffering for a negative balance of trade. 





However, there are many reasons why we should expand our trade with socialist 
countries. 


To End a Fool's Bargain 


The developing countries, and more particularly the African countries, have done 
some deep thinking as a result of which the socialist countries of Eastern Europe 
have a good position in the strategy of diversifying their trade partners. Both 
sides have realized that during these last 2 decades trade between the two groups 
had increased substantially although all the advantages and possibilities created 
by a fair economic cooperation and equitable commercial exchanges have not been 
fully explored. , 


In the case of many African primary products, the deterioration of terms of trade 

in the world market has been more than substantial. To give an example, the overall 
debt of 39 African countries jumped from $13 billion in 1970 to $97 billion in 1979. 
This heavy burden is becoming a major obstacle to the expansion of the African 
economies. Also, it should be pointed out that it is far from being unaffected by 
the economic problems of their current capitalist partners (economic stagnation, 
unemployment, monetary instability and so on). 


Out of « total $6 billion representing the FOB [free on board] value of African 
exports in 1979, only 2.4 percent went to countries with a socialist economy while 
$53 billion, or 85 percent of the total, went to capitalist countries (including 
45 percent to the EEC countries). In the case of imports, we find the same pre- 
dominance with 80 percent of the imports coming from countries with a market 


economy . 


Several African leaders have, therefore, reached new conclusions: far more than 
the current north-south link is required to set the foundations for a balanced 
development; a diversification of partners is necessary. 


This is why, on a number of occasions, the African heads of state have turned 

their attention to the question of increasing their economic relations with the 
socialist countries of Eastern Europe. Since the Addis Ababa conference of 1973 
until the Second Special Meeting of Heads of State and Government held in Lagos, 

in 1980, African leaders have repeatedly underscored the need to expand and promote 
economic and social cooperation with countries which practice a planned economy as 
“one of the steps toward the geographic and structural diversification of the 
current trade practices prevailing in Africa." 


The UNCTAD (United Nations Conference on Trade and Development) is also anxious 


about this rapprochement. In September 1980, the first seminar was organized as 
part of a series of meeting scheduled to enable African leading officials to get 
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information and have a better idea on the subject of the economies of the socialist 
countries while, at the same time, analyzing the ways and means of having economic 
cooperation and trade exchanges which are mutually profitable. That is why several 
UNCTAD resolutions have dealt with the intensification of cooperation between 
socialist countries of Eastern Europe and the developing countries. That same 

topic had been the subject of studies by many experts of the above-said international 
agency. 


The socialist countries have consistently refused to participate in the development 
aid effort and their stance is explained by the fact that they were not involved in 
the colonization process which came first. But since as far back as 1971, the East 
European socialist countries have endorsed the widespread system of preferential 
tariffs and other preferential systems (also adopted by developed counti‘es with a 
market economy) which benefit developing countries. On the other hand, the CMEA 
(Council for Mutual Economic Assistance) which includes, besides the USSR and the 
East European socialist countries, Cuba and the People's Republic of Mongolia and 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, is an organization where member countries have 
equal rights and obligations and where trade is based on the international division 
of labor. Its fairly flexible statutes are, for the most part, favorable to the 
establishment of relations with countries of the Third World. 


Therefore and a priori, it would seem that the necessary conditions exist for the 
development of traae between Algeria and the socialist countries. But the current 
volume of trade remains fairly low; it stands far below the potentialities existing 
on both sides. During the international seminar attended by Algeria and East 
European socialist countries--held in Algiers from the 14th to the 17th of this 
month and organized by the State Secretariat for Foreign Trade in cooperation with 
the UNCTAD and the UNDP [United Nations Development Program]--the speeches which 
were made indicated a more thorough knowledge of the economies and foreign trade 

of the participant countries (Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Poland, GDR and USSR) and 
they also placed particular emphasis on the desire to analyze that subject. 


Both sides were able to pinpoint a number of enlightening factors all leading to 
the conclusion that there is a lack of information; lack of information on goods 
available, on the established procedures and on all the aspects of cooperation.... 


While there are people who think that some sectors, techniques and products fall 
within the exclusive monopoly of the capitalist countries, it must be pointed out 
that there is a lack of "aggressiveness" on the part of the socialist countries' 
commercial missions in Algeria. Also, our practice of calling for bids has drawn 
strong criticism from commercial representatives because it has been proved to be 
too slow compared to the rapid changes and uncertainties of international prices. 
The question of prices, of products being competitive as well as their quality were 
discussed without holding back anything and it was firmly stated that when faced 
with better offers, if the difference was small, both sides preferred to deal among 
themselves. 


Moreover, the statements made by various Algerian officials clearly indicate that 
the range of our goods for export is going to expand from now on. Our level of 

development and our greater capabilities in the sphere of production will allow us 
to expand beyond the narrow area of hydrocarbons which are going to play a lesser 
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role in our foreign exchange earnings and to make concrete our conservation policy 
regarding unexhaustible natural resources. 


The problem of methods of payment was discussed at length and note was taken of the 
fact that the change from a clearing method of payment to payment in convertible 
currency had been reflected in the volume of trade between Algeria and that group 
of countries. They also discussed the matter of eliminating financial intermedi- 
aries to establish financial relations directly or through intermediaries chosen 
because they are at least compatible with the principles of our common economic 
policies. 


In general terms, the reasons why the volume of trade with socialist countries is 
low are now well known and have been clearly identified. They mostly involve the 
working methods used by our economic operators, inadequate information about our 
partners’ potentialities and arrangements and the lack of a systematic study on 

the socialist countries’ markets. One thing is certain: the possibilities are 

vast in this sphere both for trade and cooperation. Now, both sides must back their 
words with actions to put into practice the statements about changing the direction 
of our foreign trade. By diversifying our economic partners we also diversify the 
destination to which our country's financial resources are going. 
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EGYPT 


ISLAMIC EXTREMISTS FOUND DIFFICULT TO ELIMINATE 
Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew 11 Nov 81 pp 12-13, 48 
[Article by Haim Raviv: "Egypt: the Islamic Connection"] 


[Text] The investigation of more than 1500 suspects from the ranks of the fanatic 
societies, who were detained in Egypt after the murder of President Sadat, is now 
at its peak, and Egyptian security officials are set to conclude it shortly in 
order to bring the accused to trial. However observers do not believe that in 
the aftermath of this wave of detentions, the end of the "Islamic connection" is 
at hand nor that the danger that it poses to the regime has passed. 


The influence of the Islamic factor in Egypt increased significantly in the wake 

of the Six-Day war. Egypt's defeat in this war seriously damaged her national 

honor and her self-image. It brought about a strengthening of the ties to Islam and 
a new religious extremism. This tendency deepened and took on new dimensions in 

the war of attrition, in which the war reached the threshholds of the citizenry 

of Egypt--for the first time in the history of the armed conflict between Egypt 

and Israel. In a situation of fear and despair more and more people turned to 
mysticism and to the world of the occult--to astrology and to fortune tellers; the 
belief in prophets and superstition increased. 


This phenomenon has occurred among various levels of the population and age 
groups, but it is particularly striking among the younger generation, especially 
among students who have now developed feelings of alientation towards the regime. 
Young people have begun streaming to the mosques, the numbers of which have 
swollen, growing beards and wrapping themselves in the traditional dress. In the 
markets of Cairo there is a considerable demand for cassettes of preachers and 
imams. The "victory" in the Yom Kippur war was understood by the faithful of 
Egypt as immediate retribution from Allah for the return to the bosom of Islam. 


The kindling of the internal communal struggle in Egypt between Muslims and 
Copts and the strengthening of the leftist opposition elements have given in- 
creased momentum to radical Islam in this country. One of the most striking 
manifestations of this development is the great increase over the last few years 
in the number of Islamic societies, which apparently were founded for purposes of 
charity and social action, with the authorization of the Ministry of Welfare. 

The number of these societies is estimated today at more than 9000. In Cairo 
alone there are more than 2900 societies today. 
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The most striking manifestation of this phenomenon is the great increase in 
mosques. In Egypt today there are about 6000 government mosques held by the 
Ministry of Religious Affairs and about 40000 private mosques. 


Encouragement from the Islamic Revolution in Iran 


With the passage of time, some of these societies deviated from their religio- 
social sphere of activity and turned to anti-establishment political activity. 
Later, by the end of 1978, the activity of the societies was expressed in an effort 
to impose the principles of religion in the universities and in life in general. 
Thus, for example, they dictated the principle of the separation of the sexes, 

the duty of women to wear the veil, etc. 


At this stage their activity was not interrupted by the government despite the 
fact that it kept close track of them and tried to influence what happened in them. 
Starting at the beginning of 1979, these societies dared to express openly their 
opposition to the policies of the regime, especially on the question of the peace 
with Israel and the connection with the U.S., against a background of the policy 
of “economic openness," which, in their opinion, widened the social gap. 


These societies did not have a single parent-framework. 


The principal foci of activity of the fanatic Islamic societies were the campuses, 
high schools and mosques. During these years the Islamic student committees 
managed to gain control of most of the student societies in the universities. 
Things even got to the point that members of the fanatical organizations forced 
students not to participate in lectures at which women were present and tried to 
prevent the holding of parties by force. In their meetings and in the leaflets 
that they distributed outside the walls of the universities, these societies 
condemned various phenomena in the social life and culture of Egypt, placing 

the noose of guilt around the neck of the regime for all of Egypt's ills. 


To a considerable extent the success of the Islamic societies was made possible 
by the relatively liberal policy of the government that sought, by means of this 
policy, to release social pressures and to brake the possible influence of leftist 
opposition elements. 


An additional factor which nourished the development of the fanatical Islamic 
groups was the difficulties of the internal situation in Egypt. Many young intel- 
lectuals whose economic and social expectations of the government had been dis- 
appointed because of employment and housing problems and because of uncertainty 
about the future, expressed their frustration by joining these societies. Con- 
spicuous consumption and waste, especially in the private sector, strengthened 
the feelings of injustice among these youths. The lack of imams in many of the 
mosques also cc~*~thuted to the expansion of the activity of these Islamic groups. 
It turns out that che Ministry of Religious Affairs does not have at its disposal 
enough imams to satisfy the needs of the mosques, and this lack was exploited by 
the people of the Islamic groups who would get up on a soapbox and conduct 
political propaganda under the guise of religion and incite the masses against 

the government and its policy. In their propaganda against the government the 
fanatic groups drew much encouragement from the Islamic revolution in Iran. 
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The “Islamic fanatic" in Egypt is constituted by the organizations which work 
underground. Thus far the existence of six such organizations is known, the most 
censpicuous of which is the Renunciation and Repudiation Society. The other 
organizations are the organization "Soldiers of Allah," the al-Jihad organization, 
and the organization of the "Youth of Muhammad." The credo of these organizations 
is based on two principles-—-the Koran and the sword. According to their viewpoint, 
the present Muslim society is heretic insofar as the government is a heretic 
government, and, therefore, all means are proper fior the overthrow of the govern- 
ment and the establishment of a new society founded on pure Islamic precepts. 


Some of the radical Islamic organizations are, apparently, factions that broke away 
during the course of time from the Muslim Brotherhood organization, and it is 

not impossible that at this stage or another they have renewed their connection 
with the various groups and personalities jin this organization, which had managed 
to win understanding from al-Sadat, unlike the situation in the time of Nassir, 

who had repressed it. It is even possible that a portion of the Brotherhood was 
active among the youth in the service of those same organizations. In this sense 
the government had difficulty distinguishing between the various currents and 
establishing who belonged to what. 


Six radical underground organizations constitute the "radical Islamic movement" in 
Egypt, which is responsible for a series of murders in recent years. The actions 
of al-Sadat and his successor Mubarak in suppressing them have not yet brought 
about the elimination of the danger to the regime. 





The hierarchic structure of each of those organizations does not permit its men- 
bers to have direct contact with the leader--designated “prince"--except in special 
circumstances. Discipline in them is strict. For instance members are forbidden 
to marry without the persmission of the leader of the organization. A large part 
of the membership of the organizations is youths between the ages of 15 and 25 who 
came from rural villages to Cairo to acquire an education and were caught in the 
trap of material seductions that were offered them. The “princes” of the 
fanatical groups are well-versed in the Koran; they arrange daily gatherings in 
which different topics are brought up, ranging from daily affairs to international 
issues. 


The Renunciation and Repudiation Society, for example, hase a solid hierarchical. 
structure. Its members are loyal only to the leader, and his authority is based 
on the concept that he is Allah's messenger on earth and it is therefore a 
religious duty to obey him blindly. The cells of this organization, whose leader 
Shukry Ahmad was executed in 1974, are scattered throughout Egypt. Among other 
places they are in Cairo, ‘Ismailia, Alexandria and Port Said. 


Students Forbidden: to Grow Beards 


In recent years these organizations have carried out a series of acts of violence 
and murder. In 1974 they attacked the military-technical college in hopes of 
seizing weapons for a coup. In 1977 they kidnapped and murdered the Egyptian 
minister of religious affairs as a protest against couperation by the religious 
establishment with the secular government. They also carried out a number of 
attacks against police stations, movie theaters and other institutions which, 

in their eyes, symbolized western culture. 
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When al-Sadat came to the conclusion that they were violating the rules of the 
democratic game which he had established and ranging too far in their activities, 
he decided to take drastic steps against them. In April, 1979 he brought back 
the “university guards," who had been active in the Nassir period; he forbade 
political activity within the walls of the universities and ordered that the full 
weight of the law be brought against anyone found guilty of participating in 
illegal gatherings. The general union of students, in which the Islamic 

groups were a dominant element, was disbanded and at the same time university 
officials were ordered to increase their supervision over the students. 


In the course of 1980 security groups continued to add to their supervision of 
the activities of the Islamic organizations in the universities. Hand in hand 
with that went an effort to harness the youth to the ruling party, and government 
officials repeatedly emphasized the need to inculcate moderate religious 

values in the young. The authorities did not hesitate to execute the heads of 
terrorist Islamic societies. 


This effort on the part of the government resulted in stopping the activity of 
the radical Islamic groups momentarily. However, they continued to organize and 
to prepare their activities in secret. In January, 1980 there was a report of 
the exposure of a radical organization which had carried out strikes on a number 
of Ciristian churches in Alexandria. 


The year 1981 symbolized the intensification of the communal struggle in Egypt and 
the growth of the opposition of the Islamic religious circles--in form and in 
content--to al-Sadat's regime. The matter found expression, among other places, 
in the pages of the mouthpiece of the brotherhood Al-Da'wah. In September of 

that year al-Sadat launched a broad campaign of purges which included not only 
Islamic religious fanatics but also leftist and Nasserite elements. He imposed 
restrictions on the mosques and intensified supervision of the preachers. But 

it turns out that these activities were not sufficient to put an end to the 
subversive activity of the fanatic Islamic groups against the regime, an activity 
which reached its climax with the murder of President al-Sadat. 


Since the murder the Egyptian security authorities have arrested about 1500 

people suspected of belonging to the fanatical Islamic societies. On the campuses 
the authorities established new regulations concerning the codes of dress and 
appearance. Among other things, students are forbidden to grow beards and wear 

the tunic and girls are forbidden to cover their faces with the veil. Similarly 

a police force was set up in the universities to increase discipline. According 

to Egyptian security officials, they have broken the back of the fanatical Islamic 
groups. "The social influence of the Muslim extremists," President Mubarak said 
recently in a newspaper interview, is declining; the number of veiled women is 
quickly decreasing, especially in the universities. People on the street 

breathe easily, the tension is fading." 


Among the leaders who were arrested in the wake of the al-Sadat assassination are 
the following: 


"The crown prince," Dr Hilmi al-Jazzar, a 26-year-old medical student, described 


as a charismatic personality, who acquired many followers on the campuses and 
attracted many others in his appearances in the mosques and other assemblies. 
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The general secretary of the Islamic societies, an assistant in the Gizah hos- 
pital who began his activity as a student in the medical faculty of the Universi- 
ty of Cairo. He forbade the members of the societies to listen to radio broad- 
casts or to watch television or movies; 


Omar Ahmad 'Abd-al-Rahman, the mufti of the Renunciation and Repudiation Society, 
is from the faculty of theology in Asyut. He is considered one of the leading 
ideologues in the fanatic Islamic societies. In his possession were found 
cassettes that were recorded for use in the organization's in the event that the 
planned revolution succeeded. Omar is said to be the head of the "ruling council" 
which was to be set up following the revolution alongside the "council of 
revolutionary religious sages;" 


A number of military people who were directly involved in the al-Sadat assassina- 
tion. 


Social Ferment 


If we add to this latest wave of detentions the campaign of purges which al- 
Sadat initiated previously and which included the detention of 14 leaders of 
fanatical Islamic groups, we can definitely say that there has been a serious 
"pruning" of the treetops of the radical Islamic opposition. But the question 
is, has it also been uprooted? 


It seems that at this stage the direct Islamic threat to the regime has been 
removed, but the danger from it is far from over. The fact is that the steps 
which the regime has taken at various levels in the struggle against radical 
Islamic opposition elements, not only have not brought about their elimination 
but have prodded them to continue to carry out their programs. The fanatic 
Islamic groups are like a many-headed monster that cannot be eliminated with one 
wave of the hand. 


The new president Husni Mubarak hes shown diligence in dealing with the Islamic 
opposition elements, but the strength of Islam in Egypt, as in other Arab 
countries, derives from deep cultural roots, from ideological content and from 
the untiring ability to draft sources of manpower. 


The community of sympathizers of the radical Islamic societies and the support- 
ers of the Muslim Brotherhood is very broad. Altogether there are some 8000 
active members of the societies while the community of sympathizers and follow- 
ers is estimated in the tens of thousands, not to mention the Muslim Brother- 
hood whose supporters are in the hundreds of thousands. 


During the course of the conspiracy to overthrow al-Sadat's regime, it became 
clear that the fanatic Islamic opposition elements were unable to gather momentum 
to overthrow the regime and take control of the country. However, it seems that 
in case of social unrest, which could well be created with the encouragement of 
leftist opposition elements, it is very likely that they would try to manipulate 
such a situation to their advantage. 
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President Mubarak must, thus, not only take preventative measures, but must also 
deal with the cause of the situation--he must find solutions to the basic social 
and economic problems which will dissolve the internal tensions. Nevertheless 

it must be emphasized that there is no guarantee that doing so would prevent 

a future outbreak in Egypt of a new wave of Islamic awakening, the nature of 
which cannot be forecast. 
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EGYPT 


KHALID MUHI AL-DIN DISCUSSES PARTY'S CURRENT STATUS, PROSPECTS 
Cairo MAYU in Arabic No 44, 30 Nov 81 p 13 


[Interview with Khalid Muhi al-Din, chairman of the National Progressive 
Unionist Grouping Party by Jalal Sarhan; "The Other Side of Khalid Mllhial- 
Din; When Did the Left Decide To Change Its Position?"--date and place of 
interview not specified--/ 


[Text] "I am against capitalism, but I welcome pro- 
ductive capitalism." 

"Democracy is the only weapon that can do away with 
extremism." 

"We support Prince Fahd's plan, but there are con- 
ditions." 


Did Khalid Muhi al-Din, the leader of the Grouping party expect that in 

a few days he and his party would move out of the shadows and into the 
political limelight? Did he expect to come out of a long [period of ] 
silence and [plunge into] press interviews and statements? Did he expect to 
get out of the chill of isolation and into the warmth of understanding and 
dialogue? 


Did he expect to be received by the president who would listen to his point 
of view? Did he expect his meeting with the president to end on a positive 
note despite the negative posture which the Grouping party assumed in the 
presidential referendum? 


I do not think that anyone expected this exciting political scenario which 
Khalid Muhi al-Din and the Grouping party experienced in the last few days. 
Not even Khalid himself expected it. 


Ever since its establishment the Grouping party has been simultaneously 
the rejectionist and the rejected party. The party's political story has 
been an identical copy of the story of the life of its leader, Khalid Muhi 
al-Din, who lived his political life rejecting and being rejected. 


Although Khalid was one of the first Free Officers who forged the 23 July 
Revolution, he did not last with the revolution for a long time despite the 
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fact that he played a vorominent role in it. He was one of the first to 
split away from the Revolutionary Command Council because of a disagreement 
about the question of democracy. Since 1954 Khalid has lived on the out- 
skirts of political life. Except for a few exceptions, he has been far from 
the centers of power. In 1975 political conditions allowed him to establish 
the Left Platform which later became the National Progressive Unionist 
Grouping party. 


In its earliest days the party fell into the same trap that its leader 
had fallen into before. It was not able to scale the walls of isolation, 
and it survived as a rejectionist party that was also being rejected. It 
were as though isolation and rejection had been the destiny of Khalid Muhi 
al-Din and his party. 


Therefore, the political scenario which the party experienced during the 
last few days was new and surprising to everyone. It surprised members 
of the party and the entire mainstream of Egyptian politics as weil. 


What happened to make the Egyptian left, represented by the Grouping party, 
move from the outskirts and into the center of political life? 


The question that is more important than that is this: What are the 
thoughts of leftist leader, Khalid Muhi al-Din now that he has left the 
sidelines and moved to center stage? What are his thoughts now that the 
political leadership has built a bridge and is conducting a constructive 
dialogue with him? What are his thoughts now that he no longer feels 
rejected? 


This is the purpose of the interview that I conducted with Khalid Muhi 
al-Din, the leader of the Grouping party. His replies may reveal to us 
the other side of the leftist leader, the new side that is acceptable and 
not the old side that is rejected. 


The interview began at the main office of the Grouping party with this 
question. 


(Question] You met President Husni Mubarak during the last 2 weeks, and 
after the meeting you convened a meeting of the Central Committee of the 
Grouping party. How did your meeting with the president affect the meeting 
of the party's Central Committee? 


[Answer] As far as the party is concerned, the position began to change 
before the meeting with the president. The change began when we heard Presi- 
dent Husni Mubarak's speeches and statements and found in them positive 
indications and new approaches to the treatment of national issues. We felt 
from the first instant that there was a possibility for improving the 
situation, especially in the question of democracy, in economic questions 
and also with regard to some aspects of the foreign position. 


One of the most important indicators that we observed [occurred] in the 
president's address; it was about his relationship with the opposition, 


27 





with those who said no in the referendum. President Mubarak affirmed that 
the emergency law would be used on a very limited basis to protect citi- 
zens. [We were reassured] by his attitude toward detainees, by his call to 
resist corruption and mismanagement and by his instructions to stop the 
exchange of campaigns with Arab countries. It is enough that he called for 
turning the [economic] open-door policy into an open-door policy for produc- 
tion. He called upon foreign capital to adhere to the Egyptian plan and to 
its priorities. The mere fact of adhering to a plan and to its priorities 
is a significant development in our economic thinking. The president's call 
for resisting corruption will necessarily lead to a reconsideration of many 
matters that tarnished political activity in the past period. 


In view of all these encouraging indicators the party began to think: Do 

we contribute to pushing matters forward, or do we leave things as they 
are? We decided to push matters forward, so we sent a message to the presi- 
dent that included our point of view on all issues. We delivered the letter 
to Dr Usamah al-Baz, the director of the president's office for political 
affairs. We received a reply that the letter had been read and that [the 
reaction to it] was positive. We had requested a meeting with the president 
before that. 


[Question] Is all this consistent with your negative position on the 
referendum? 


[Answer] Our position on the presidential referendum was not a personal 
position on President Husni Mubarak. It was rather a political position 
[which we assumed] because President Mubarak declared that he would adhere 
to the old policies which we were against. Nevertheless, we sent a letter 

to the president, explaining our position and requesting a meeting with 

him. All this happened before the meeting of the Central Committee. At that 
meeting I explained the principal lines of what took place during the 
meeting with the president. They are positive lines, and the Central Commit- 
tee approved the steps that we took. 


An Initiative from the Government 


[Question] It is evident so far that the improvement in relations between 
the government and the Grouping party came about as a result of the govern- 
ment's initiative. While President Mubarak announced that he was extending 
his hand to both supporters and opponents, the party issued a resolution 
asking its members to vote no in the presidential referendum. When will the 
party shift from this negative position to one that is more positive? 


[Answer] This is not true. Our position on the referendum as I said was 

a political position and not a personal one. Nevertheless in the same state- 
ment we issued on the occasion of the referendum, we called for opening 

a dialogue with the political leadership as long as there were basic posi- 
tions that brought us together. Most important of these were the preserva- 
tion of national independence and the elimination of the violence that is 
threatening us all. The second point is that we took it upon ourselves to 
contact the president, and we requested a meeting with him. The meeting 
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occurred at our request and after we sent the letter to the president. The 
Grouping party cannot let an opportunity for holding a dialogue go by with- 
out taking advantage of it. 


[Question] Does the climate of national reconciliation make you think 
of resuming publication of the newspaper, AL-AHALI? 


[Answer] The question of AL-AHALI and that of the right of parties to 
publish their own newspapers are among democracy's principal questions. But 
we know that the special conditions and circumstances which Egypt is going 
through now are delaying the restoration of normal conditions. We insist on 
our right to publish our own newspaper, but we are waiting for the right 
time. 


[Question] Did you discuss this matter with the president? 


[Answer] Of course we did. We are again publishing our party newsletter, 
AL-TAQADDUM which had been suspended. The presses that had been used to 
print it had been confiscated. 


Marxism and the Mosques 


[Question] The minister of religious trusts told me in a previous inter- 
view that some extremists used the pulpits in the mosques to promote 
Marxism. What do you think about that? 


[Answer] This is not true. In fact, this is an attempt to prove that extre- 
mism is not only religious, it is also leftist. We have only enlightened 
religious men in the Grouping party. I do not think that the mosque is the 
place for promoting leftist thought. It is, however, a place for explaining 
religion from an enlightened point of view. If we wanted to talk about 
secular matters, we will not go to the mosques. We have our newspapers and 
our publications where we can present our points of view on these matters. 


(Question] Can you imagine the Grouping party, despite its limited popula- 
rity, playing a political role in the coming period? Aren't you afraid 

that the atmosphere of reconciliation and democratic openness may reveal 

the real magnitude of the party and prove that it is not close to the 

masses even though the obstacles that were in front of it have been removed? 


(Answer|] We believe that our party represents certain forces in our 
country and that it has not taken the opportunity to express itself because 
it has been besieged. Despite that, the Grouping party does have a real 
presence in about 21 governorates. It has its committees, its leaders and 
its cadres even at this instant and despite all the conditions that we have 
been through. No other party in Egypt has that capability. If the party 
were able to go to the masses, it would prove that it expresses real 
interests that exist in Egyptian society. The evidence for this Lies in 

the fact that AL-AHALI had the largest cirulation among the opposition 
newspapers. Its circulation was over 100,000. 








Wholesale Attack 


[Question] In its recent statement the Central Committee of your party 
attacked all the economic policies that were pursued in recent years. Is 
it logical for you to attack all the economic policies in a period in its 
entirety? Was there nothing positive that was worth mentioning? 


[Answer] Naturally, there is nothing in the world that is totally lacking 
in redeeming features, but we are talking about the final outcome of the 
economic policies. We know that the Egyptian economy has been facing a 
crisis in its basic structure since the mid seventies; its production sec- 
tors were not growing while consumption was increasing. This was accom- 
panied by a financial crisis because we did not have liquid funds. 


After 1977 revenues from oil, from the Suez Canal and from funds trans- 
ferred by Egyptians abroad increased. This improved the government's finan- 
cial situation, but the general economic situation remained unchanged. 
Therefore, in the statement of the Central Committee we called for real 
economic development based on a plan and on priorities in a plan. We had no 
development plan in the past [few] years. The plan used to be postponed 
every year, and no plan was ever implemented. 


As a party we have our own ideas and conditions for genuine development, 
but we will be delighted if half of what we are saying is carried out. That 
is, if the Egyptian economy were to turn from a consuming economy to a 
productive economy, we will be very happy. We will be happy if the Egyptian 
economy were to turn into a capitalist productive economy even though we 
are opposed to capitalism. What matters first is that we have a sound 
economy. We can then argue about whether that economy should be capitalist 
or socialist. 


[Question] Throughout the past years the party has been attacking the 
economic open-door policy. Then after that you welcomed the appeal for 
a policy of open-door production. What is your view of a policy of open- 
door production? 


[Answer] The open-door policy which began in 1974 was an open—door policy 
to capitalism. Foreign capital was given the right to set up banks in 
Egypt, and we were opposed to that. If, however, foreign capital were to 
come to Egypt to set up large industries or to increase Egypt's ability 
to export, we will not oppose that. The most important positive step that 
President Mubarak took in this regard was that he welcomed foreign capital 
provided that foreign capital abide by the plan and its priorities. In 
the past we had neither a plan nor priorities. When we heard President 
Mubarak say this, we felt that this was a new economic position. 


The Question of Support 
[Question] Serious studies are underway now about the subsidy policy. 


Does the Grouping party have any idea about the right way to go about a 
subsidy policy? 
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[Answer] Naturally, the economists in the party have some ideas. The chair- 
man of the party is not supposed to know everything. As long as incomes 

and wages cannot catch up with prices, subsidies are inevitable. But the 
problem is how do we get the subsidy to those who deserve it? This is an 
organizational problem that requires extensive studies. However, the 
general inclination of the party in this matter is that the subsidy should 
go to the final product, to meat, for example. We prefer that the subsidy 
for feed be removed and people be left to raise cattle. If the price of the 
final product, that is, meat, is greater than the consumer can pay, the 
subsidy would ¢o to that product. Subsidies can thus be monitored more 
closely. There are exceptions to that rule. If goods are available after 
the subsidy, then they are to be left alone in the market. If they are in 
the market in insufficient quantities, they must then be distributed by 
ration cards. 


Economists in the party have made significant studies about this matter. 
These studies must be utilized because those who made them are among the 
best economists in the country. However, the party lacks statistics and 
data; we do not have our own statistics agency. 


[Question] In its recent statement the Grouping party was calling for 
a curb on high prices and on chaos in the market. However, it did not offer 
specific suggestions in that regard. 


[Answer] The problem of high prices is due to the fact that the state 

left the market [under the control of the law of] supply and demand. It 

is natural in this case that the strong would devour the weak. We are 
asking that state control over prices be restored in one of two ways: 
either goods are to be provided or they are to be made available through 
ration cards. There are goods that should not be imported in the first 
place because they are not basic goods. The more productive the country is, 
the more effective control it can have over prices. 


Defense of Capitalism 


Question] In its recent statement the Grouping party defended national 
capitalism and asked that it. be protected. Do you think that your party's 
defense of capitalism will make it more popular? Do you know what 
capitalists think of your party? 


‘Answer] I am not interested in the opinion national capitalists have 

of the party. What I am interested in is the national interest. A person 

is confronted with choices. If we have to make a choice between a capita- 
list system and a socialist system, I would naturally prefer the socialist. 
If the choice has to be made between a productive capitalist and a non- 
productive capitalist, I would naturally prefer the productive capitalist. 
I am now in Egypt facing a specific situation: foreign merchandise is 
flowing into Egypt; and the non-productive parasitic sector is growing at 
the expense of the productive sector. Here I must protect the productive 
sector whether that sector likes me or not. At this stage we must protect 
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productive national capital. We must protect it from foreign competition 
and from its tendency toward non-productive projects. If we left the 
national capitalist without direction, he wiil turn to non-productive pro- 
jects, and he will be justified in doing so because he is iooking for a 
quick profit. 


[Question] Is this an economic or a political position? 


[Answer] It is both economic and political because if I improve the econo- 
mic conditions of the masses, I may win them over politically. 


Return to the Arabs 


[Question] The party is demanding that Egypt return to the Arabs, but 
you are not telling us how to go back to the Arabs when the Arabs are 
divided among themselves. Do we go back to the moderate Arabs or to the 
rejectionists? Or do we wait till the Arabs get back together with each 
other so that it would become possible for us to return to them? 


[Answer] We in the Grouping party have an opinion. Egypt's measure lies 
with the Arab nation regardless of difference and agreement among Arab coun- 
tries. Egypt's national security is tied with the Arab nation; its economic 
development is tied to the Arab market; even its food security is tied 

to the Arabs. In order to rebuild the bridges with the Arabs, we must have 

a plan. 


The first step is to prevent further deterioration in the situation between 
us and the Arabs. This is what President Husni Mubarak did by stopping 

the campaigns against Arab countries regardless of their reactions. The 
second step is for Egypt not to become involved in any agreement that has 
to do with the future of the Palestinian question, an agreement that the 
Palestinians do not want. 


I am talking about Arab countries in general, and I do not pause at length 
to divide Arab countries into moderates and immoderates. I am, however, 
especially interested in the confrontation countries: Jordan, Syria and 
the PLO. 


Question] What is your position on Prince Fahd's peace plan? 


[Answer] Our party cannot reject this plan, but there are several condi- 
tions for its success. 


First, the PLO is the only [body] that has the right to negotiate on behalf 
of the Palestinians. 


Second, [this problem] will not be solved in the context of the United 
Nations and under the supervision of the major countries. 


Third, I am against keeping the Soviet Union out of the solution, and I 
am against the United States becoming the only guarantor of the solution. 
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I am also against the polarization [that is taking place] in the area 
between the United States and the Soviet Union. Our party is opposed to all 
foreign military bases in the area, in all forms. Our position on the ques- 
tion of Afghanistan has been clear and unequivocal. We asked for the with- 
drawal of Soviet troops from the first instant, and we did not accept the 
Soviet Union's justifications for interfering. 


Reasons for Violence 


[Question] Where do you stand on the phenomenon of terror and violence 
that has threatened our democratic life in recent weeks? 


[Answer] The question of violence in our opinion must not be taken simply. 
One of the reasons for violence is that those with other opinions do not 
have the chance to express themselves. Young people have also been 
suffering from a political vacuum. It is best that young people take part 
in [political] parties and play their political role instead of being left 
unaware and vulnerable to the ravages of extremist ideas. 


We think the political openness must include the Islamic political faction. 
The existence of an Islamic political faction that derives its primary 
ideas from religion is a fact that has existed in Egypt since the early 
part of this century. This fa-tion must have the freedom to engage in dis- 
cussions and dialogue. With tree discussions it will become an enlightened 
Islamic faction and can be isolated from extremist ideas and violence. 
However, if we applied pressure on this faction, it will sink to the 
bottom, but then it will resurface in a more violent manner. This happened 
four times in a limited period of time. We must not ignore the truth once 
again, and we must look for a way so that this faction can express itself 
freely and democratically. As long as opinions are stated publicly and in 
the light [of day], they are not to be feared. The phenomenon of violence 
developed over many years and will require many years to be eradicated. 


We must also reconsider some of the economic policies that led to tremen- 
dous differences in incomes. We cannot deny that there is an economic basis 
for the phenomenon of violence. Most of the young people who joined the 
extremist groups could not have achieved a suitable economic standard. 

So they used to join the group that would solve their economic problems, 
help them get married and build homes for them on easy terms. 
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EGYPT 


YUSUF IDRIS TALKS ABOUT YOUNG PEOPLE, EDUCATION, PATRIOTISM 
Cairo MAYU in Arabic No 44, 30 Nov 81 p 11 


[Interview with Yusuf Idris by Sana' al-Sa'id; "Our Young People Are Not 


Accustomed to Responsibility; This Is the Reason for Their Corruption"-- 
date and place of interview not specified--/ 


[Text] Teaching our children the decorum of disagree- 
ment means that one must have the right to disagree 
openly not stealthily. 

Songs are composed for backward nations by those who 
are mentally retarded. 


There are two kinds of writers: writers who practice a craft, and writers 
or artists who stimulate thought, debate and wonder. [The latter] storm 
into life, turning its tranquillity into action, its old age into renewal 
and its expiration into life. Yusuf Idris is a writer of this kind. 


The features of this discontinuous interview begin with Yusuf Idris, the 
writer and thinker who writes about life and people from his keen and vigi- 
lant observations of both for the purpose of changing them both. His obser- 
vations are those of one who lived through and experienced everything. 

In this interview Yusuf Idris talks about several questions that are raised 
by existing conditions and events. His remarks about these conditions and 
events, tempered by his strong organic ties, utilize his sharp, incisive 
words which can touch both the reader's heart and mind. 


If one were to ask Dr Yusuf Idris about the question of young people, the 
question of opposition or any other question, Dr Idris would not deal with 
it by itself. For he views society as a unit and not as chapters in a book. 
Society, in the opinion of Yusuf Idris is like a living organism, an integ- 
rated crganic unit whose problems or causes cannot be separated from each 
other. This applies to the question of young people. 


[Answer] It is inconceivable that at the age of 16 one develops a problem 


that did not exist when he was 15 and that will not exist when he is 26. 
What is more reasonable is [the notion] that problems exist from childhood 
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and will continue to exist after the years of youth because the life cycle 
continues. If young people are suffering from mistaken problems and con- 
ditions, these problems and conditions exist and prevail in all groups of 
society, in all classes and in all ages. 


[Question] I still want you to answer my question about the period of 
youth in particular because it is the most critical period of life, a 
period that abounds in enthusiasm and obstinacy. 


[Answer] I recall an article I wrote during the events of 18 and 19 
January 1977. Its gist was that any phenomenon had a destructive as well as 
a constructive or propelling force. Fire burns, but it also makes trains 
run. I looked at the events of 18 and 19 January as events that could be 
used as fuel to put society on the move. Smothering [that fuel] would be 
the wrong approach. 


[Question] But can [that force] be guided? 


[Answer] No, because what happens is that this guidance that we are pro- 
posing is construed by many to mean smothering, cooling and taming that 
force. This phenomenon exists and it will exist whether we want it to or 
not. The period of adolescence during which hormones are released in the 
human body is a process that takes place and cannot be stopped. What can be 
done is not a process of guidance but rather a process of utilizing this 
energy. Youth is energy, and young people are human bodies who are at the 
height of their creative or physical energies. The real problem [we have] 
is that we do not use the energy of young people. 


[Question] How can we do that? 


[Answer] I am astonished when I visit foreign countries. People are wor- 
king in every field. Young people between the ages of 14 and 20 are working 
in stores, hotels, factories and organizations. Each one is working with 
all his energies. Young people [there] have the ability and the power to 
work and do things, whereas young people in Egypt represent idle energy. 


‘Question}] Is this perhaps due to the educational structure in Egypt? 
Young people in Egypt devote their energies to education and see no other 
fields in which they can experd their energies. 


[Answer] There are many reasons for this, but chief among them are the 
traditions of the Egyptian family. We must change the notion of the 
family's responsibility to a young man or that of the responsibility a 
father has to his sons. We must end this responsibility at the age of 14. 


[Question] Don't you think that even though this is prevalent in European 
society, it is an experiment that many people in our society would fear 


because it may lead to corruption? 


[Answer] It is true that some afflictions may spread as a result of that, 
but the greatest and largest affliction is what is happening in our society 


35 





now. Society does not entrust a young man with work until he reaches the 
age of 25. I almost went crazy when I was in the College of Medicine 
because after 23 years and after studying medicine for 6 years I had not 
administered a single shot to anyone. I was not allowed to do that until 
after I had actually graduated, even though I could have practiced medicine 
when I was 22 years old. In fact it was my rebellion against this rule and 
the fact that I began treating the people of our town that taught me 
medicine. 


[Question] Let us be somewhat practical. We are still in a period of tran- 
sition, and we are all devoting ourselves to the interests of our causes. 
Does the reality of our present Egyptian society allow a radical change 
such as that which you are calling for? 


[Answer] Reality makes that imperative. This change is to begin with every 
father sending his son who reaches the age of 14 out to work. When that son 
goes out into the world, he will make mistakes, and by making mistakes he 
will begin to learn. The best indication of that lies in the fact that 
successful young people here are those who started work early. We see this 
even in art. Umm Kulthum became a professional singer when she was 9 years 
old, and she is a better singer than Yasmin al-Khayyam who began singing 
after the age of 30. We keep the human body from acquiring the experience 
of working and problem solving. Work abounds in numerous problems, and the 
mind needs training in those problems. Work requires that it provide 
earnings for a person who has to feel that if he does not earn, he will die 
of hunger. But what we did was give young people one job only: that of 
being students. Youth and youthful energy are much greater rhan what is 
needed for this isolated job. I remember I had four jobs when I was a 
medical student: I was a student; I wrote stories; I supervised the college 
magazine; I was active in politics and I was a member of political organiza- 
tions; and I used to pass. 


[Question] Does this mean that you approve of political activity for 
students? 


[Answer] This is essential and necessary. The fact that students are not 
[actively] politicized is [actually] a counter-politicization of them. This 
way we are preparing them directly for the counterrevolution, and we are 
openiug for them the channels of secret societies. 


[Question] In this context do you consider extremist religious societies 
to be a phenomenon that grew out of the political and intellectual vacuum 
in society? 


[Answer] Of course. They are a sign of the cultural, ideological, politi- 
cal and intellectual vacuum which young people are suffering from. Young 
people find nothing to do, so they frequent the discussions and lectures 
that are conducted by groups they come across by chance. 


[Question] Can we also say that there is a religious vacuum? If there 
is a religious vacuum, who is to blame for it? 
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[Answer] The intellectual, cultural and religious vacuum is real. Here 

too our notion of religion is to blame, for we see religion as ritual where- 
as in reality religion is a value system. I had a discussion with my little 
daughter. She asked me what time the evening prayer was so she can pray, 
and I told her, "I would like to watch you pray." She told me, "No, Father. 
This is not religion. Religion does not say that you watch while I pray. 
Religion means that one should not lie, steal or hurt anyone." It would be 
more useful if we were to begin [practicing] religion [by practicing] the 
values that all religions advocate. Then when our awareness of religion 
grows, we would identify it more and more with ritual, provided that we 
begin with values. 


[Question] Who would be charged with a matter such as this? 


[Answer] This would begin with the family. The Egyptian mother is the 
worst mother in the world. Her notion of bringing up children does not 

go beyond the feeding of her child. My mother is like that. When I go to 
visit her in the village, she leaves me and goes [to the kitchen] to pre- 
pare the kinds of food that I like. Mothers in Egypt provide nourishment 
for their children's bodies, but none for their children's minds or 
spirits. Mothers abroad, however, nourish their children with values, and 
they do so quite firmly. I was drawn in Nice by the sight of a French 
mother getting out of a car with her son and daughter. Her son's hand was 
caught in the door, and he cried out in pain. She turned to the child and 
slapped him; she was teaching him to hide and endure his pain in similar 
situations. This is a major principle. 


[Question] As a thinker, what action is being contemplated to protect the 
ideas of the young generation? Can you force your opinion on people whose 
manner of thinking is radically different from yours?’ Specifically, what is 
your function in the process of society's evolution and in the process of 
containing the [generation] gap which has created some unrest and hesita- 
tion among young people and led them into corruption? 


‘Answer| When I read the special reports on the terrorist groups, I was 
astonished because we failed to understand a simple but very serious idea. 
That idea is: how much right does one person have to force his opinion on 
another? What is astounding is that I see the debates of al-Azhar scholars, 
and none of the scholars touched upon this point: the decorum of disagree- 
ment among people. What do I do when I disagree with someone, and how do I 
express my disagreement? Those young people were misled before by a group 
that took a hold of them and taught them the principle that the only solu- 
tion to a disagreement between one person and any other person is 
slaughtering that person with whom one has a disagreement. This is a bar- 
baric and a foul notion; even primitive tribes in South Africa no longer 
subscribe to it. This is a pre-Islamic notion that these groups pursued. 
What is curious is that these people branded present society as pre-Islamic 
and {claimed] that they wanted to shift to an Islamic age. They did not 
realize that what they were advocating was the worst form of pre-Islamic 
society. The cultural message of Islam is to teach Muslims how to manage 
their affairs peacefully with accord, deliberation and reason. The Islamic 
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message teaches Muslims how'to solve problems humanely in a manner that 
befits a civilized being called man. If we cannot teach our children how to 
agree and how to disagree, it is as though we did not teach them anything 
at all. It is as though we did not teach them how to distinguish between | 
what is dirty and what is clean. 


[Question] Is this everybody's fault? 


[Answer] The fault lies first with the Egyptian mother. I refer you to the 
Statement made by Khalid al-Islambuli's mother. You will find that it is 
this woman, not her son, who should be on trial. She is the one who 
instilled this principle and this brutality in him. When I see a mother 
howling because her son has a bruise on his face, her son, the murderer who 
shot another human being, and she is [apparently] unaware of that 
situation, she is not a mother [in my view]. She represents savagery and 
brutality. 


[Question] Some people may say that the dosage of civilization which is 
coming to us exceeded what was necessary and that young people were not 
able to absorb it. This produced the so-called social disorder regarding 
understanding many of society's values and standards. 


[Answer] It may be that the dosage of responsibility was less than what it 
should have been. We did not give young people any responsibility. As a 
father I still worry and tremble when my son is late. We treat our children 
as though they were irresponsible creatures. We have not charged them with 
any responsibilities. In fact all those who are responsible for young 
people in Egypt are old. Then when we entrust young people with a respon- — 
sibility in sports, we do not consider the team responsible for victory in 
a competition, but we rather place the responsibility on a coach who is 
over 60 years old. In other words we do not treat young people the way 
responsible beings should be treated. Therefore, I treat my 8-year old 
daughter just as I treat my 18-year old son. What makes me take notice of 
the European child is the fact that he is treated as a responsible being. 
Even in language: mothers in Egypt talk to their children in endearing 
gibberish, whereas European mothers do not dilute their children's physical 
or linguistic makeup. European mothers teach their children a language that 
is sound, correct and proper. They correct the errors children make [in 
speech] so the children can later learn proper conduct. 


[Question] Opposition in and of itself is not recognized within the frame- 
work of society. This carries over into all forms and fields of society. 


[Answer] There is opposition in the family, but it is not legitimate and 
not organized. This means it is practiced stealthily and not as a right. 
One must have the right to oppose, and that must not be construed as rebel- 
lion. We want to turn the rebellions that take place within families and 
accordingly within societies into the legitimate opposition that a person 
is entitled to. A person has the right to say or rather refuse to wear 
blue; he has the right to choose the color he likes. This should be 
developed from childhood. I, for example, did not have the opportunity 
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to choose the color of my suit until I was in the university. Before that, 


my father and my mother made those choices for me. Now I cannot force a 


certain color on my daughter or son. They choose the colors [they like] and 
they coordinate them together. This is how a child learns to have a sense 
of self. The problem of our young people is that they do not have a sense 
of self, and without a sense of self they are gangs or groups. There are 
terrorist, narcotics or communist gangs, and young people may be attracted 
to any one of these. It is a matter of chance. This is because fathers do 
not watch over their sons. By this I do not mean that a father should com- 
mand his son to befriend one person and to stay away from another. A father 
should rather be aware of the atmosphere in which his son moves. He should 
be on the alert so he can discern any change in his son's conduct and dis- 
cuss with his son this conduct so as to develop, change or improve it. 


[Question] Let us pause [here] at [the notion of] changing, developing 
or improving conduct. Is it possible to change young people's conduct at 
this late age? 


[Answer] There is a saying which states that people learn until they die. 
Similarly, people can also be taught until they die. Sometimes my little 
daughter lets me know that I made a mistake, and I actually discover that 
I did make a mistake. Education is an ongoing process; it does not stop. 
The secret of the failure in our human relationships, as in domestic rela- 
tionships, lies in the fact that husbands and wives do not teach each 
other. They stop talking to each other the first time they have a disagree- 
ment, instead of talking about the matter and discussing it together. This 
is not to say that each of them is to try truthfully and honestly to prove 
that he is right and the other is wrong. Instead, if they considered the 
matter together, they will learn by re-living the experience and avoiding 
it later. 


[Question] .We spoke about the role of the family and the role of fathers 
and mothers. If we were to discuss the role of thinkers, what would be 
your function as a thinker in action that may be contemplated as far as 
young people are concerned, when you believe in changing, developing and 
improving conduct? 


[Answer] I see myself as a catalyst which in chemistry is a chemical sub- 
stance that helps expedite a reaction or change. When we add manganese 
dioxide to potassium, for example, we can get oxygen more quickly. If we 
conducted that experiment without manganese dioxide, I will get oxygen 
slowly and in very small amounts. A thinker, [therefore] is a catalyst. 
Besides one's own personal opinion and the opinion of one's friend and 
one's family, we take into account another oipinion that may have the solu- 
tion to a [particular] problem. It is here that the role of a thinker as 
catalyst comes into play. A thinker helps one think; but he does not solve 
one's problems. A thinker tec hes; he represents the application of the 
Chinese proverb which says, "Instead of giving me a fish, teach me how to 
fish.'' A thinker teaches people a series of mental processes which a person 
must use in approaching any problem. Hence, a thinker [demonstrates] a way 
of thinking; he does not give one ready made ideas, putting the matter to 
an end right there and then. 
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[Question] Dr Yusuf Idris, the willfulness and determination of young 
people widens the generation gap. Can we get rid ef young people's willful- 
ness by ignoring it, not paying attention to it and not giving in to their 
wishes just as we deal with the willfulness of children? 


[Answer] I have discovered, now as you are asking me that question, that 
the reason for a child's willfulness is too much affection from parents 
and the reason why an adolescent or a young man is willful is because we 
give him too little affection. What is ludicrous is the fact that we show 
the child affection until he reaches adolescence. Then we say he no longer 
needs it. [Actually], the opposite is true. The adolescent's need for affec- 
tion is greater than that of any child. We establish a balance by reducing 
the affection [we show] children and increasing the dosage of education, 
which signifies a deeper and a more mature sense of affection. As far as 
young people are concerned, we are to increase the dosage of affection and 
reduce the dosage of education because at this age young people begin to 
learn by themselves. 


[Question] In other words we are to teach them responsibility gradually so 
that they can become responsible for their conduct? 


[Answer] Exactly. If we were to establish a balance in this manner, chil- 
dren will be straightened out. Children are spoiled by too much affection, 
by coddling and by teaching them very little. Adolescents are spoiled by 
too little affection and too much instruction that takes the form of an 
endless barrage of do's and dont's. 


[Question] Among the factors [that contribute to] the corruption of young 
people are elements in society who have evil designs and who pretend to be 
leaders; they do not represent proper models either inside or outside the 
family. [Do you agree with that?] 


[Answer] This is normal. Older people can provide an example by what they 
say. But young people or children do not believe words; they believe only 
actions. No matter how much they talk about proper conduct, if older people 
are corrupt, young people will not respond to what older people tell them. 
A mother who talks to her daughter about modesty and politeness will find 
her daughter unresponsive if the mother's behavior is immodest. A child 
learns from the conduct he observes. And here I say, anyone who wants to 
teach his son has to teach himself first so he can teach his son effort- 
lessly. Anyone who tells his son not to smoke must not smoke himself. 


[Question] In the context of [the notion that states] that example stands 
for a great deal, how can we protect our young people from hypocrisy? 


[Answer] The reason for hypocrisy is simple; it lies in the absence of 
freedom, the absence of democracy and the fact that the law is not sove- 
reign. A dosage of freedom is the way to get rid of these evils. If there 
were one law to which everyone was subject, no one would have to dissemble 
to take what he is entitled to because he would get his rights auto- 
matically. People dissemble and step over others in order to gain 
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something. Hypocrisy is not a companion phenomenon to mismanagement as is 
being said. There is no such thing as mismanagement. Just as a father 
should set for his son an example of [proper] conduct, the chief of any 
administration must set the ideal example for his employees. The problem of 
setting an example begins here with the magnitude of responsibility. Every 
official, according to the magnitude of his responsibility, is to pursue 
exemplary conduct so that all those who work under him can do likewise. 


[Question] The lust for power is a disease that controls many people 
today. It is one more thing to be added to all the suffering which the new 
generations are confronting. 


[Answer] The lust for power, as you call it, is spreading because only 
those who have power get what they are entitled to. Today it is said that 
the powerless cannot get what they are entitled to. Lust for power is a 
yearning for justice. Any ordinary person who gets what he is entitled to 
will not need to ask for a commission, a pay-off or a tip. However, he 
would try to sieze any power so he can sell [what is within his power] to 
others, raise his income and get what he is entitled to. Here a certain 
kind of exchange takes place. As an office boy I would have the power to 
make a permit go through, compared with a civil servant who has the power 
to sign an application. As an office boy I would sell the civil servant the 
right to make the papers go through in return for the civil servant selling 
me the right to sign applications. Power here is a new kind of currency. 


[Question] Young péople run into strange obstacles in society. When I talk 
about young people, I do not forget that these young people were children 
yesterday and tomorrow they will be men. Suffering is the rock on which 
one's dreams are dashed in all the periods of life. 


[Answer| This is because there is no law. Everyone accepts the proverb 
which says that eqaulity in injustice is fair. People would accept the 
sovereignty of an unjust law to which everyone was subject. Justice is a 
basic requirement of the Egyptian people, something they have never had. 
When the British were in Egypt, they wanted to polarize the affections 

of the Egyptian peasant, so they controlled two principal matters in his 
life. They controlled the courts. The judge was a British man who used to 
make the peasant stand beside the pasha and who would sometimes impose a 
fine on the pasha for acting unjustly toward the peasant. The peasant would 
be astounded because the British man was taking back from the pasha what 
the peasant was entitled to. The other principal [matter of] justice was 
water. The British used to distribute water fairly among the peasants. A 
canal would be closed for 3 days and opened 3 other days. The British thus 
established an accurate system for the just distribution of water. Accor- 
dingly, the peasants insisted that the British remain in Egypt because they 
were the only guarantee that the peasants would get the water and equality 
to which they were entitled. Justice is one of the principal demands of any 
nation. 


ee ee ee -_ 


[Question] What about lost discipline? 
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[Answer] Discipline prevails when justice prevails. Anyone who departs 
from it would be punished. 


[Question] Are our young people really suffering from a crisis of thought 
that prevents them from making an adjustment to modern society and creates 
this obvious confusion of concepts? 


[Answer] Our young people are suffering first from a crisis [in their 
sense] of affiliation, and fathers are the reason for this. The man of a 
family is quick to go to work in an Arab country to increase his income. He 
does not view his action as a patriotic action but rather as something he 
does for his own personal interest. When a son sees that his father is 
serving his own personal interests, he too will serve his own personal 
interests. And here what is called the general sense of belonging is lost. 
In the past our sense of affiliation as Egyptians was centered around the 
question of full independence or violent death. But after we got our 
independence we rallied around socialism and social justice. However, con- 
trary to [our expectations], there were economic crises which we believed 
the state would solve. But [we discovered] that the state was like a ghost; 
it disappeared when the crisis developed, and each one of us began striving 
to solve his own economic crisis. This brought us to the point where each 
individual was looking after his own personal interests. Hatred amongst us 
emerged; dissension began; and the struggle for opportunities and positions 
which quite often are few surfaced. 


[Question] How can the sense of belonging be created and revived? 


[Answer] It is here that the need for a revolution in thought that would 
create this sense of belonging comes into play. If we were to proclaim the 
slogan of justice, and if we felt that it was being applied and practiced, 
we would all rally around it. Love would then prevail in our midst. I am 
calling for an ideological posture that would restore to the Egyptian mind 
its sense of distinction and its distinguishing features. I am calling 

for a posture that would restore our confidence in ourselves. An Egyptian 
now accepts any wage to work in an Arab country as though he were less 
qualified than others even though he is much more qualified. A revolution 
in thought would teach us to respect and appreciate ourselves, and it would 
teach us to have a sense of community with [other] Egyptians. I am bewil- 
dered when I see that all other groups have a club that represents them. In 
London I found that Egyptian Greeks have their own group other than that 
which they share with other Greeks. This is evident in their club which 
demonstrates a kind of intellectual, social and cultural cooperation. We, 
however, fight each other because none of us feels that he belongs with 
Egyptians. Each one of us rather feels that he belongs to what is called 
Egypt, even though there is no such thing as Egypt. Egyptians, however, are 
real. Egypt has no other meaning but you and me, the relationship between 
us, the blood tie and the tie of affiliation. 


[Question] The absence of a sense of belonging is prevailing as a result 
of numerous frustrations in our society. Chief among those is a concrete 
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slogan that those who don't have what it takes are the ones who get a 
break. This applies to positions and opportunities in life. 


[Answer] We do not have specific [instructions] which a person can follow 
to enrich himself. We do not have a rule for enrichment. In the United 
States there is such a rule. If one were to invent a new drink, he would 
become a milionaire. In France one may become very wealthy if one is highly 
educated. In Egypt, however, wealth comes and goes for no reason. This is 
because a genuine, strong government that does not foster favors and pro- 
mote favoritism does not exist. Consequently, a sense of belonging amongst 
us disappears and reverts to what is called Egypt. I chuckle everytime I 
hear the song, "I Love You, Egypt." How do we love Egypt? What is Egypt? 

I may love Egyptians because they are special and because they constitute 
the origin of [the notion of] belonging. A person does not belong to a 
nature that is mute; he rather belongs to a large, vital and great body [of 
humanity] called the Egyptians. 


[Question] This brings to mind this tremendous store of what we here call 
patriotic songs which demonstrate nothing but the naivete of the media and 
a wave of backwardness. Is it not time to turn away from these matters and 
to look at what is more important? 


[Answer] This has always been my opinion. Songs [like that] are written 
for mentally retarded nations by mentally retarded people. No civilized 
nation needs such songs. There is no meaning, for example, to the dispute 
that has been going on for a month over the score of the song, "Biladi, 
Biladi" [My Country, My Country]. Sayyid Darwish dealt simply with the 
matter. He composed a military march for Sa'd Zaghlul called "Biladi." At 
that time there was a demand for that sort of thing because Egypt belonged 
to another nation; it belonged to the British, and the song then had 
meaning and value. The period that we are going through now is different. 
"Biladi," [that is, my country] will mean nothing other than what it has to 
offer me. We may sing the praises of what our country offers us, and that 
may create some enthusiasm and cause people to rally truthfully around the 
objectives and the future we must achieve. We wiil not achieve that unless 
we change the present. If one were to look at the Egyptian present realis- 
tically, one would find in it a store of curiosities and contradictions 
that no novelist can depict. Therefore, when I read books by Egyptian 
novelists like Najib Mahfuz, I laugh a lot because I feel that despite the 
imagination contained in these novels, the curious events in them fall far 
short of the curious things that do in fact exist. 


‘Reporter| The interview comes to an end, but the mission of the real 
thinker to change and to develop so as to become more humane does not. The 
thinker here is not so much a craftsman as much as he is a tool for change. 
The thinker receives a proper education only when he himself is changing, ° 
when he is changing others and when he is engaged in making contact with 
them. When Yusuf Idris talks, he does not talk as an ordinary person would 
who is passing by or observing. He talks like a human being who has been 
edified by all the questions, problems, experiences and suffering of life. 
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PREPARATIONS MADE TO CELEBRATE ANNIVERSARY OF REVOLUTION 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 5 Jan 82 p 2 


[Text] Javad Mansuri, deputy foreign minister for cultural and consular affairs 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, who is in charge of the Foreign Committee of 
the Staff for the Third Anniversary Celebration of the Revolution's Victory 
[STACRV], spoke with reporters during a press and radio-television interview. 

He spoke about details of the trips of missions chosen by STACRV and their pro- 
gram goals. He also gave details about inviting foreign dignitaries to come to 
Iran on the occasion of the revolution's anniversary and Unity Week. 


Dispatch of 25 Missions tc 60 Countries 


Javad Mansuri, concerning the trips of the missions, said: The first stage was 
planning. During this period we clarified the goals and methods of foreign 
activities. At this stage we chose persons in cooperation with revolutionary 
institutions, governmental organizations and ministries. They make up a total of 
25 groups. They will journey to approximately 60 countries. The principal goal 
of these groups’ trips is to present the existing reality in Iran, to make known 
the special characteristics of the Islamic revolution, and to neutralize the 
imperialistic propaganda plots against us which are daily growing in scale. If 
we do not do this, this propaganda will form an untrue picture in the world's mind 
which will take a great deal of time to erase. The experience of last year showed 
that in toto these trips had useful and positive results. 


Another important goal that dispatching these groups could have is that of meet- 
ings and discussions with officials in other countries, and delivering messages 
from officials of the Islamic republic to them. Furthermore they can partici- 
pate in the revolution'’s anniversary celebrations which will be held abroad in 
missions representing the Islamic republic and in Iranian student Islamic 
societies. These missions will also become acquainted with the environment and 
issues affecting Iran abroad which will mainly help us a great deal during the 
year in adjusting our relations with foreign countries. 


Mansuri added: The second stage of our work is nia gee pl These missions 
need equipment whose use will heip achieve the journey goals. 
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Foreign Guests 





Mansuri, the official reponsible for the STACRV foreign committee, pointed to the 
invitation of foreign guests, and said: Our invitees will mainly be writers, 
Friday prayer leaders, c'terics and Islamic scholars, and famous writers interested 
in becoming acquainted with the Islamic Republic of Iran. They will be in Iran 
from 2 February-ll February. There will be about 300 dignitaries from around the 
globe. Of course upon their return home they will naturally and automatically 
neutralize a great deal of the black propaganda against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. If we organize the guest program so that they become acquainted as much as 
possible with the truths of the Islamic revolution and the existing realities in 
Iran, we will have carried out ghe best possible operation for the neutralization 
of propaganda. From another viewpoint, we can have organic and continuous ties 
with these dignitaries in the future because they can more accurately reflect 
Iranian issues in their own countries. 


Dispatch of Volunteer Lay and Religious Students 


The third task that was dealt with in the planning stage by the STACRV foreign 
committee was that a number of students and religious students voluntarily 
expressing their readiness to travel abroad in order to make visits and present 
the realities of the Islamic revolution. Two student and religious student tours 
were arranged for this purpose. The students will freely and voluntarily travel, 
and anywhere on their route necessary or appropriate they will contact and talk 
with dignitaries and groups of people. They will present works from the revolution 
in the form of films, book and poster fairs, and provide necessary explanations 

to people. 


Javad Mansuri, answering reporters' questions about the programs of the missions, 
said: The missions dispatched will take part in meetings in the area in which they 
are residing. These meetings might be arranged by students and other Iranian 
Moslems, or at the invitation of other persons. They will give public speeches 
and respond to the questions and uncertainties of reporters and news agencies. 
Mansuri, giving further explanation regarding the dispatch of student groups 
abroad, said: By dispatching them, we can open doors towards student exchange, 
and after the re-opening of our universities, we can gradually have broader rela- 
tions with neighboring Islamic countries and the Indian sub-continent. 


The question was raised as to whether any program had been considered for those 
free and interested foreign groups which would like to visit Iran. Mansuri said: 
I think that in the near future we will be able to make the regulations for enter- 
ing and leaving the country conform with new standards which will include these 
persons. These persons will in turn naturally reflect facts and observations 
after returning home. 


Program for Invitees 


The program envisaged for invitees mainly will consist of inspecting various 
exhibitions in the country, viewing several films, visiting the families of 
martyrs or self-sacrificing soldiers, and visiting Behesht-Zahra cemetary and 

the palaces. Several hours have also been scheduled for them to meet with radio- 
television people and newspaper writers. Other programs have also been envisaged, 
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such as participating in Friday prayer, or attending church for Christian invitees, 
as well as attending the 11 February ceremonies. 


Programs for Foreigners During Unity Week 


A question was raised about the STACRV foreign committee's program for Unity 
Week. Mansuri said: Although we had little time after the publication of 
Ayatollah Montazeri's letter, through the cooperation of our brothers in the 
Ministries of Guidance and Foreign Affairs and revolutionary institutions, the 
matter was pursued and a program was arranged. This program mainly consists of 
inviting seven high-ranking dignitaries from Islamic countries to give a speech in 
Rudaki Hall. During Unity Week, each day one of them will speak about the neces- 
sity of unity among Moslems, about the personality of the prophet Mohammad, and 
the plots being hatched against Moslem unity. Other programs envisaged for them 
will be announced in time. 


The second program envisaged for Unity Week is that of extending invitations to 
missions that represent Islamic countries in Tehran. There will be a special 
program in Rudaki Hall with the joint presence of representatives of Islamic coun- 
tries of 12 Rabi'ol Avval, coinciding with the anniversary of the prophet 
Mohammad's birth. This in turn could be reflected abroad in a positive and 
interesting way. 


Javad Mansuri added: Another program that will take place at the completion of 
ceremonies will be the dispatch of two groups to India and Nigeria. We have 
arranged a unity conference in India, which our brother Ayatollah Jannati, member 
of the Council of Guardians, will honor with his presence. 


Mansuri added: We think that this year's program is an introductory experience for 
an expanded program next year. We think that Ayatollah Montazeri's initiative 

can be, in the long run, the greatest power and weapon against world arrogance 
because it is really the best method to unite one billion Moslems and to bring 
forth a force to confront world arrogance. 


Participation of Women in Missions 


In answer to a question as to whether women would be present in the mission's 
sent, Mansuri said: God willing, women will be present in the missions, but the 
arrangements will be clarified later. As to sisters who are Majles representatives, 
although the Majles stresses that representatives should spend little time on 
non-Majles work, we are nevertheless negotiating at present to gain their consent 
to dispatch several sisters in an independent mission or in several missions. 


Unity Week Guests 
Mansuri said: Dignitaries invited to Unity Week in Iran include brother Taher 
al-Qaderi from Pakistan, Seyyed Mohammad Hoseyn Fazlollah from Lebanon, Shaykh 


Ahmad Zin from Lebanon, ‘Abbas Madani from Algeria, Mohammad Ahmad Sharif from 
Libya, Seyyed ‘Abdullah Najari from India and Shaykh Marvan from Syria. 
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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SHI'ITES, SUNNITES DISCUSSED 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 12 Jan 82 pp 1, 2 


[Text } We have found a brief opportunity to say a few words about 
unity and Unity Week. We thank God, for, as the imam of the people 
has said, at a time when from Arabia, the cradle of Islam and 
Arabism, come the cries of disunity, accusations, slander, and 
prohibition, from the non-Arab country of Iran, from the Iran which 
is called the land of the Persians and Magi, there comes the welcome 
sound of unity and union. 


One can speak about unity from various standpoints and dimensions: 
the roots and ideological foundation of unity, its relationship with 
the principle of. monotheism and with the unity of components, 
Substances, and various manifestations of creation; the so-called 
multiplicity in unity and unity in multiplicity; the biological and 
genetic aspects and what is related to the common primary creation of 
human beings (the creation of human beings from a single essence); as 
well as the Islamic and ethical principles, edicts, and advice 
concerning unity; then, there is the issue and the actual manifesta- 
tion of union and unity on the political and social scene, its stan- 
dards, limitations, and degrees as regards individuals, groups, and 
religious and political sects; and, finally, unity on a worldwide 
scale, international capacities, and many other similar issues and 
categories. 


But, the fact is that, as the analysts put it, we must understand 
and study the importance of Unity Week. It is with this point in 
mind that we see that the main purpose and the primary goal of 
observing and declaring Unity Week is to alert the Islamic world, 
both Sunni and Shi'ite brothers. The occasion which was chosen for 
the attainment of this goal and this great innovative political and 
religious act by the exaulted religious jurist, Ayatollah Montazeri, 
is an occasion which emphasizes our claim concerning the main goal of 
and the primary philosophy behind Unity Week. 


The above-mentioned occasion is the anniversary of the blessed birth 
of the Prophet of Islam, a prophet who is accepted by all Islamic 
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sects for his mission and for being the last prophet. They hold in 
common their belief in him, which is exclusive to them. In other 
words, this belief, from the standpoint mentioned, is not accepted 
by other religions, not even, for instance, by those with a book, 
let alone groups, organizations, and political parties. This is 
only one side of the issue. 


On the other hand, except for the Islamic sects and, above all, the 
two sects of Shi'ite and Sunni, no one else has a difference of 
opinion concerning the birth of the Prophet. The difference is 
between the Shi'ites and Sunnites. One believes the date of his 
birth is the 17th and the other the 12th of Rabi'olavval. The 
difference between these two exists over this issue. Naturally, the 
declatation of Unity Week from the 12th to the 17th also concerns 
this difference between the two sects. 


Hence, it seem fitting that, at the present time, the study of the 
differences and the roots of the unnatural quarrels between the 
Shi'ite and Sunni Muslim brothers in the past and present must be 
the center of all discussions. Other aspects of unity can be dis- 
cussed at other opportunities and on other occasions. 


To the extent that we need to examine the issue oi unity between 
Sunnites and Shi'ites in the Islamic world, we need not split hairs 
in other aspects, such as determining the boundaries and limitations 
of unity (in the sense of cooperation, assistance, non-aggression, 
and peaceful coexistence) between ourselves and the groups and 
organizations of even non-Islamic and materialistic governments and 
the like. 


Of course, the exact date of the Prophet's birth might not be the 
main issue and our ultimate goal, but rather, taking advantage of an 
opportunity, findings an appropriate occasion and meeting ground to 
raise the main issue and to express the pains and statements which 
have not been raised at all for many centuries, which we have not 
been allowed to raise or which have been raised in a severely 
poisonous atmosphere, which have worsened the relationships and set 
the two brothers farther apart from one another. Of course, it is 
necessary to mention this important point, which is that the issue of 
the exact dates of births, martyrdoms, and other stages of the lives 
of the prophets, saints, and imams of Islam are vitally important to 


us. 


In any case, the necessity and the positive effects of this innova- 
tive step of Ayatollah Montazeri become clearly known to us even more 
when we note the quantity and quality of the Muslims in the Islamic 
world. A population of one billion is no small number. The number 
of Sunni brothers is significant, not only in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Palestine, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tunis, Libya, Algeria, the 
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sheikdoms of the Persian Gulf, and other important places, but even 
in our own country. 


Look at Sistan and Baluchestan, Kurdistan, Torkaman Sahra, parts of 
€astern Khorasan, parts of the south, west, and northwest, and 
other places. Sunni brothers are present in all these areas. They 
live at our sides and among us. Most of these centers are also 
located at the important border areas or near them and, naturally, 
are of particular importance both for preserving and protecting the 
borders and boundaries of the Islamic country as well as from the 
standpoint of the increasing possibility of the penetration of 
foreigners and colonialism, 


Under such circumstances, worldwide and regionally (the great number 
of Muslims. and Sunni brothers scattered throughout the vast regions 
of the Middle Fast, Africa, Asia, and the countries neighboring Iran, 
such as Afghanistan, Turkey, Pakistan, the southern part of the 
Soviet Union, India), and also internally (the provinces and cities 
mentioned above), it is quite natural for imperialism to put its 
finger on the differences between Shi'ites and Sunnites. In this 
country, in this revolution, and in this region, it is through 
creating, continuing, and escalating religious and sectarian, and 
especially Sni'ite-Sunnite, differences that the filthy purposes of 
imperialism can be implemented. 


Here, Marxism has no place or proper ground. The Christians, Jews, 
and Zoroastrians have no problems and difficulties with the Muslims. 
The false, manufactured sects, such as Babism and Bahaism, are too 
exposed and insignificant to be taken advantage of. The Iran of 
today is not the Iran of the Qajar time. The games of hypocrisy and 
liberalism of those few years have lost their luster. 


Therefore, the fire and cotton are elsewhere: the disputes between 
the Shi'ites and Sunnites,. Iran is the center of the Islamic revolu- 
tion and the center of Shi'ism. The Sunnites are present both 
neighboring and inside Iran. This is the ripest issue for creating 
differences and Unity Week is aware of its importance. It is in 
connection with this potentially explosive situation that Unity Week 
makes sense and neutralizes it. 
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IRAN 


FEDA'IN CENTRAL COMMITTEE WARNS ABOUT ‘IMMINENT U.S. AGGRESSION! 
Tehran ETTEHAD-E MARDOM in Persian No 109,28 Dec 81 p 10 
[Text] Combative and Revolutionary Compatriots! 


The existing information and evidence strongly indicates that U.S. 
imperialism, given the recent defeats of the aggressive army of 
Saddam and the defeat of the treasonous and criminal plots of 
Bani-Sadr and Rajavi and all the counterrevolutionary, monarchist 
groups, now has a new plot to destroy our revolution and overthrow 
the Islamic Republic. 


U.S. imperialism wants to t.y, once again, the conspiracy to occupy 
an important part of our country and establish a counterrevolutionary 
government in the region it plans to occupy. This same conspiracy 
was the main goal of Saddam's aggression on Iran, which was crushed 
by the brave and united resistance of our people. 


In mid summer of last year, not more than a month before the expan- 
sive attack of Saddam's regime on our country, the Feda'ian-e Khalg 
(majority) Organization, in accordance with its national, patriotic, 
and revolutionary duty, clearly uncovered a comunique indicating 
the imminent danger of the aggression of Saddam's army on Iran and 
the plot to mobilize the counterrevolutionary, monarchist forces 
dependent on the United States in the occupied regions. Unfortu- 
nately, at that time, since Bani-Sadr was the commander-in-chief, no 
attention was paid to our warning and that of all the forces who 
defend the revolution and the independence and liberty of Iran. For 
this reason, a part of our country was occupied by Saddam's functio- 
nary criminals and this war was imposed on us in this form, 


Now, once again, the Feda'ian-e Khalq (majority) warns the brave 
people of Iran of a new aggressive conspiracy. All evidence indicates 
that after the failure of the conspiracy to overthrow the Islamic 
Republic through most criminal terrorist acts, now, once again, U.S. 
imperialism and the neighboring reactionary governments are preparing 
to enter our country from the south, southeast, and northwest in 


order to occupy large parts of the country, and, if they are able, 
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to establish a puppet government made up of the escaped counterrevo- 
lutionaries in these regions, 


All evidence shows that the irreparable and continual defeats of 
Saddam's army on the war fronts in Karkhehnur, Abadan, Bostan, and 
Gilangharb, which were the fruits of the heroism of our armed comba- 
tants, made U.S. imperialism and other reactionary regimes think of 
preparing a new aggressive conspiracy. 


The Reagan government has completed a plan, prepared during Carter's 
term, for rapid occupation of the oil regions in southern Iran. The 
code name //"Trip Wire"// [in boldface] had been given these operations. 
The recent U.S. milivary maneuvers and the strengthening of its 
/"“Rapid aggression forces"/ [in boldface] in the region of the 
Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman have been done with the intention of 
practicing in preparation for the plan to occupy southern Iran. 
Alexander Haig has most unabashedly declared that he will not stop at 
eny effort to establish a government in Iran which supports Western 
values, 


The Reagan government secretary of defence has recently visited 
Turkey and has asked the reactionary government of Turkey to play a 
more active role against the revolutions of Iran and Afghanistan. 
The U.S. government supports all the efforts of the Turkish generals 
to prepare an attack on Iran and to mobilize and organize the shah's 
army officers and other escaped counterrevolutionaries. 


Presently, tens of thousands of these monarchist forces are being 
kept in Turkish army barracks, their expenses paid by the U.S. 
government and Turkey and the generous financial aid of escaped 
Iranian capitalists, The villages on the border of Turkey have 
become completely military, having been evacuated of all non-military 
persons. The people on the Iranian border, too, are extremely 
worried and are taking their possessions and their flocks away from 
the danger zone. The counterrevolutionary gang of the treasonous 
Qasemlu have regular communications with the escaped counterrevolu- 
tionaries in Turkey. Qasemlu has recently said that he has gained 
vast opportunities by becoming a member of the national resistance 
council. The reactionary chiefs of western Azarbaijan, Kurdistan, 
and Kermanshahan have also established the closest of relations with 
the sovernments of Iraq and Turkey. 


The trip of Alexander Haig, the U.S. secretary of state, to Pakistan, 
which was postponed because of the events in Poland, is to take place 
in the near future. This trip has two objectives: to offer more aid 
to Afghani and Pakistani functionaries against the revolution of 
Afghanistan and more aid to Pakistan to finish its military prepara- 
tion to attack Iran in Sistan and Baluchestan. U.S. imperialism has 
Piven 3.2 billion dollars in aid to the military rulers of Pakistan. 
On its borders with Iran, the government of Pakistan has been 





building access roads and military strongholds for many months. A 
significant portion of Iranian counterrevolutionaries have also 
gathered in Pakistan and are engaged in military training and prepa- 
rations. The reactionary tribal chiefs of Sistan and Baluchestan 
have also established a close relationship with the government of 
Pakistan as well as with the reactionaries on the other side of the 
Persian Gulf, 


Two weeks ago, Kenan Evren, the head of the fascist government of 
Turkey, went to Pakistan for a visit with Zia-ul-Haq, the head of the 
fascist government of Pakistan--both of whom are considered among the 
best known pro-American regimes in the region--and negotiated the 
coordination between the aggressive plans against our country. The 
final joint decision of the governments of the United States, Turkey, 
Saudi Arabia, and Pakistan, and the reactionary sheiks of the Persian 
Gulf to invade Iran and occupy the southern and western regions of 
Iran indicate that this plan will be carried out this winter. The 
acceleration and eScalation of diplomatic and military activities of 
the reactionaries of the region in the past month are clear warnings. 


Informed and Combative Compatriots! 


Now that the joint conspiracy of the Mojahedin, the liberals, the 
monarchists, and all the counterrevolutionary groups has been 
defeated, now that the imposed war of Saddam is going to end in our 
victory, now that our revolution is going to take very significant 
steps on behalf of the large masses of deprived, working people and 
is going to abolish large land ownership and capitalism and bridle 
the plundering of the capitalists and feudalists, and now that the 
foundation of our revolution is going to be strengthened with very 
Significant victories over capitalism and feudalism, U.S. imperialism, 
all the reactionaries in the neighboring countries, and all the 
domestic counterrevolutionary groups are certainly not sitting idly 
by either. In order to stop our revolution and especially to prevent 
the revolution from uprooting the important social bases, that is, 
the large capitalists and feudalists, from the heart of the Society 
and to prevent it from doing anything for the working people, the 
enemies of our people are joining forces to invade us, to occupy a 
part of our land and divide our country. This is a plan which was 
prepared during Carter's term and has now been completed. We, the 
Feda'tian-e Khalq (majority), alert all the combative, revolutionary 
forces, millions of the combative, working people of the country, 
and the government of the Islamic Republic of the danger of this 
plan. 


Informed and Combative Compatriots 


What is our duty at this time when our internal and external enemies 
do not stop their conspiracies and aggressions against our revolution 
and our revolutionary country? De we know of amore important or 
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more vital duty than to defend this revolutionary country? The 
imperialists, headed by the criminal United States and all the 
reactionary regimes of the region intend to violate our national 

- territorial integrity. Faced with these conspiracies, it is the | 
duty of each and every one of us to preserve the independence, unity, 
and territorial integrity of our nation; to defend the gains of our 
revolution; and to work for the glory and happiness of our people in 
any way and to the utmost of our ability. We must rise up with our 
lives and all our beings to preserve the victories that we have 
gained in the revolution. 


The Feda'ian-e Khalq (majority) calls on all the forces who defend 
the revolution and the Islamic Republic of Iran with any ideology or 
belief to mobilize. Let us not forget the main enemy, U.S. imperia- 
lism and its criminal agents. Let us, as /Imam Khomeyni / [in bold- 
face |, the leader of the revolution, has emphasized, avoid any kind 
of disunity or enmity and do not follow a path which is the wish and 
need of our enemies. Unity is the secret to our victory, the secret 
of our invincibility. We emphatically ask all the forces who defend 
the revolution and support the anti-imperialistic, people's line of 
Imam Khomeyni not to forget that if we do not take each other by the 
hand to confront this U.S. aggressive conspiracy, history will judge 
us harshly. If we all unite, we will surely be able to defeat the 
United States and all the enemies of the revolu:ion. It is most 
unfortunate that we still find persons among both the authorities of 
the Islamic Republic and other forces who defend the revolution who 
do not stop instigating disunity and enmity among all the sincere 
supporters of the revolution, despite the very serious dangers which 
threaten us. We, the Feda'ian-e Khalq (majority), with all our 
power throughout Iran, wherever we are, do not hesitate to make every 
effort to bring closer, mobilize, and unite all the forces defending 
the revolution. We ask all the defenders of the revolution to unite 
during these sensitive moments which will determine the destiny of 
our country to confront the enemies of our revolution, of indepen- 
dence, and of freedom and destroy the conspiracy of the enemy agents 
who escalate disunity and enmity among the people to misguide their 
attention from the dangers which threaten the revolution in its 

- infancy. 


The danger of the escalation of military aggression on our country 

is a serious one. Under such circumstances, the national defense 

and the preparedness and alertness of us all are of utmost importance. 
At the beginning of the war with Iraq, we asked everyone to join in 
the mobilization. Unfortunately, in the following months, with 
disregard for the very important issue of defending our revolutionary 
country, which is the duty and debt of every revolutionary element, 
other revolutionaries, except for the Muslims who follow the line of 
the imam, were deprived of joining in the mobilization. With this 
policy, the Feda'ian-e Khalq (majority) considers the monopolization 
of mobilization an unsound policy and expects the responsible 
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authorities, by implementing a sound policy, to invite other defen- 
ders of the revolution, regardless of their beliefs and ideologies, 
to join in the mobilization. We emphasize that this obstacle be 
removed before it is too late and that the doors to true revolutio- 
nary forces be opened. It is the hope and wish of the people, our 
heroic people, to truly have an army of 20 million, an army which 
includes all the people. . ; 


To fight aggression requires strong armed forces. Providing advanced, 
effective weapons from sources which will not create economic and 
political dependence for us is a vital requirement to continue 
defending our independence. Our organization seriously emphasizes 
the necessity of devising a correct, independent, and unified policy 
to provide the necessary arms for defending our revolutionary 
country. The fact is that the heavy weapons of the Iranian military 
have mostly been provided by the United States and England. Today, 
these countries are our greatest enemies. They will not give us 
arms. And if they do, they hold our independence hostage. They will 
only give arms when Iran belongs to them. Our military must be 
strengthened. The guards corps must be strengthened. The guards 
must be equipped with heavy arms. These are all undeniable necessi- 
ties. The people want our armed forces to be strong. The people 
expect to end all hesitation and doubt regarding the provision of 
arms unconditionally from countries which defend our revolution and 
independence, Any delay in this regard will have very serious 
consequences, 


The Central Committee of the Feda'ian-e Khalq (majority) hereby 
declares that all members of the Feda'ian-e Khalq (majority) through- 
out the country. we prepared to do their duty both on the fronts and 
behind the fronts to fight aggression. The Feda'ian-e Khalq every- 
where consider it their duty to join the military and serve under the 
command of the armed forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran. They 
also invite others to do the same patriotic duty. The Feda'ian-e 
Khalq (majority) emphatically demands the elimination of all legal 
and illegal obstacles from the path of all forces defending our 
country. 


Combative Compatriots 


Our revolution is leaving behind sensitive moments. The new 
conspiracy of the imperialists and reactionaries is being formed. 
Without a doubt, our people have the ability to break up this 
conspiracy. Let us join hands with every belief and ideology, 
whether on the war fronts, production fronts, or in other trenches, 
to keep the revolution and the Islamic Republic of Iran on its feet 
and proud. Today, history demands sacrifice and heroism from each 
and every one of us; it asks for revolutionary will and spirit; 

it demands unity and oneness. Let us all unite around the leadership 
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of /Imam Khomeyni/ [in boldface] and break up all the aggressive 
conspiracies of the imperialists and reactionaries. 


Long live the great unity of all the combative 
forces for independence, freedom, and social 
justice. 


Victory to the great anti-dictatorial, anti- 
imperialistic people's revolution of Iran. 


The Central Committee of the Feda'ian-e Khalg 
(majority ) 


Saturday, 19 Nov 81 
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SOUTH KOREA ACCUSED OF PARTICIPATION IN U.S. RESCUE MISSION 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 5 Jan 82 p 14 





[Text] Choe Byong-O, the North Korean ambassador to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, spoke in a press interview with an ETTELA'AT reporter about North Korea's 
proposal for the formation of one united government called the "Confederated 
Republic of Korea," and about the support received and actions taken towards this 
in the international arena. 


During this interview he shed light on the schemes of the regime ruling South 
Korea to neutralize this proposal and to prolong the regime's life. He also 
revealed that the South Korean regime participated in preparations for the Tabas 
adventure and gave necessary information to the U.S. CIA. 


In another part of the interview the ambassador of the Democratic People's Repub- 
lic of Korea turned to examining relations and developments between the two coun- 
tries which came to pass after Iran's Islamic revolution, and expressed certainty 
and confidence that these relations would expand day by day. 


The Korean Confederated Republic 


The North Korean ambassador said: The fresh proposal of Kim Il-song which was 
announced in the Sixth Worker Party Congress is based on all the mercenary U.S. 
soldiers leaving South Korea, and on the present governments of the North and 
South founding one united government called the Korean Confederated Republic. 


The Korean people possess one language, one blood and one nationality. This 
fresh proposal is the most just one for Korean unity. The North Korean ambassador 
said: The new proposal was welcomed by all the Korean people and all struggling 
people, and support was also received in the international arena. 


He pointed to actions taken to support Korean unity during March 1981 in which 

81 party and governmental delegations and 17 international organizations partici- 
pated. During a conference they announced support for the formation of the Korean 
Confederated Republic, and then and there invited all the world's peace-loving 
nations to support this proposal. 


The president of the Islamic Republic of Iran sent a congratulatory message of 


support to this conference. In the summons issued by this conference, all the 
peace-loving people of the world were requested to further intensify their 
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solidarity with the Korean people and to help them in the struggle to expel the 
mercenary U.S. army from South Korea. 


After the announcement of the new proposal, messages of support were sent to the 
leader ‘of the Korean people and to the North Korean government by leaders of | 
uncommitted countries, the third world, all the world's peace-loving governments, 
presidents, prime ministers, foreign ministers and great dignitaries. 


Iran's Majles president sent a message of support to the president of the North 
Korean parliament, and the Foundation of the Oppressed also announced its support 
for the new proposal to form a united government. 


The North Korean ambassador continued his talk by pointing to the speech of Iran's 
foreign minister of that time, Engineer Mir Hoseyn Musavi, in the UN general 
assembly, and said: In his speech he supported Korean unity and termed the 
presence of U.S. imperialistic soldiers in South Korea the greatest obstacle to 
Korean unity. 


He added: Because we are certain of support from the Korean people, we will 
quickly achieve Korean unity with the support of the peace-loving people of Iran 
and the world. Finland has also invited us to a conference to be held in Helsinki 
on 30 and 31 January of this year to support Korean unity. 


Last year, India, Bangladesh and some other Asian, African and Latin American 
countries held a Korean unity conference. In the manifesto they stressed the 
unity of Korea and censured the crimes of the South Korean gang and its supporters, 
meaning U.S. imperialism. 


Struggle Inside South Korea 


Inside South Korea the people, youths in particular, have risen up to oppose the 
South Korean government and are intensifying their struggle against it. They are 
even martyred in prison. However, they will never forget the cry of Korean unity. 
Choe Byong-O said: Even persons who formerly held high positions in South Korea 
and who are now living abroad for their own reasons have in recent years partici- 
pated in this common struggle for Korean unity because of their support for the 
Korean people. They expose the crimes of the South Korean gang. Due to this 

cry of support from the world's peace-loving people which grows louder daily, the 
U.S.-supported South Korean gang resorts to increasingly sinister intrigues against 
the Korean people. They want to obstruct the heroic struggle of the Korean 

people and to deceive the world's people. 


While they are fundamentally opposed to Korean unity, they let loose the dema- 
gogic cry of Korean unity. They want to come to North Korea and meet with North 
Korean authorities although wicked intentions are hidden behind these dispositions. 
First of all they want to feign being desirous of peace, and secondly want to 
establish themselves as a country. 


The North Korean ambassador added: Chun Doo Hwan and his gang are really U.S. 
imperialism's gang, and Chun Doo Hwan himself is a mercenary American spy. They 
cannot act as representatives of the Koreau people. From another angle, they pro- 
pose to the UN that they be accepted as a UN member. In addition, they have built 
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a concrete wall the entire length of the military border between North and South. 
This wall is over 15 meters tall and 190 miles long. South Korean authorities 

and U.S. imperialism have increased the number of soldiers, and modern U.S. 
weapons like the F-16 arrive in South Korea on a daily basis. They are constantly 
increasing military maneuvers against North Korea. U.S. imperialism carries 

out espionage operations in North Korea by means of the special SR-/71 spy plane. 
It has transformed South Korean into an atomic arsenal, the destructive power of 
which is a thousand times that of the Hiroshima bomb. The danger of a nuclear 
war occurring in Korea is constantly present. 


At the present time in South Korea the most elementary human rights are ignored, 
the economic condition is ruinous, and the people's living standard is very low. 


Infiltrating the Non-Committed Movement 


The South Korean gang wants the non-committed countries to accept it as a non- 
committed country although the United States is planning to destroy the non- 
committed movement. By infiltrating countries like South Korea into the movement, 
the United States intends to either eliminate it or to turn if to its own 
advantage. However, there are very many military bases in South Korea that cannot 
be called non-committed bases. 


The North Korean ambassador, continuing his talk, said: Because U.S. imperialism 
and Japanese militarism is giving military, political and economic aid to South 
Korea, the South Korean regime can prolong its life. Then the South Korean 
regime gives so-called economic aid to third world countries, while they are ex- 
porting U.S. and Japanese goods with Korean markings to third world countries at 
low prices. This is a poisonous kind of aid. 


Thanking the Islamic Republic of Iran 


Choe Byong-O said: Today is the age of independence, but we are striving to 
secure the unity of Korea, sooner or later. 


In previous years, the Seychelles, Luanda and Nicarague severed relations with 
South Korea, and called the gang ruling South Korea the leashed dog of the United 
States. Last year the Islamic Republic of Iran cancelled its fisheries coopera- 
tion agreement with South Korea. Iran correctly recognized all the intrigues of 
the South Korean embassy in Tehran, and on that basis expelled several South 
Korean diplomats. We thank the government of the Islamic republic for this 

action from the bottom of our hearts. This action truly encourages the people 

of South Korea, Korea and the world's peace-loving people. This was truly one 

of the Islamic republican government's just actions. We value the government of 
the Islamic republic very highly for this independent action. 


The Korean ambassador added: After the Iranian people defeated the shah, and com- 
pletely defeated U.S. imperialism in Iran, they founded the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. We interpreted the Iranian people's victory as our own victory, and from the 
very beginning of the victory decisively supported the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
We are completely certain that this year, on the basis of the principles of 
respect for sovereignty, non-intervention in each other's affairs, and equality, 
relations between the Korean Democratic Republic and the Islamic Republic of Iran 
will expand and reach a higher stage to the benefit of both nations and both 
countries" revolutions. 
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Korean-Iranian Relations 


The Korean ambassador said: We will always struggle shoulder to shoulder with our 
Iranian brothers against U.S. and world imperialism. Both countries a.e located 

on the Asian continent and are struggling against U.S. imperialism. We sre con- 
fident relations between the two countries will expand this year. We are certain 
that economic, commercial and technological cooperation will further expand. We 
hope that the Islamic republic's economy will be transformed into an independent 
national economy. 


Today relations between Iran and Korea are so sincere that world imperialisn, 
lead by U.S. imperialism, cannot affect them whatsoever. We are completely cer- 
tain that the Islamic revolution of Iran will shortly achieve final victory. We 
consider the successes and victories of the Iranian people as our own, and we 
congratulate them. 


South Korea‘s Role in Tabas Events 


Choe Byong-O said during the interview: The South Korean gang shared in the Tabas 
incident. Lately they have been active in aiding the United States in the Persian 
Gulf. 


We gave information to you that prior to the occurrence of the Tabas incident, 
members of the South Korean embassy had gone to the Tabas region and sent nececes- 
sary information to U.S. authorities, and had cooperated with the U.S. The South 
Korean embassy in Tehran strove to free counterrevolutionary groups in Iran. In 
order to free them the South Korean embassy cooperated by contacting embassies in 
countries surrounding Iran. 


Lately the South Korean gang has been carrying out espionage activities against 

the Iranian Islamic revolution.along with the U.S. fleet in the Persian Gulf and 
the Sea of Oman. The United States sends South Korean military personnel as 
workers or experts to countries in the region and in the Middle East. They collect 
secret intelligence from these countries for the United States. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


SHIRAZ PETROCHEMICAL COMPLEX COMPLETION-—-Tehran, 31 Jan (IRNA)--The Iranian oil 
minister, Gharazi, said in Tehran Sumday that the Shiraz petrochemical complex 

is being completed solely by Iranian technicians and engineers and that the complex 
would be ready for production earlier than its original target date. He said once 
the Shiraz complex and another one at Bandar Imam Khomeyni have been completed Iran 
will become self-sufficient in petrochemicals and fertilizers and would even export 
surplus production. The minister commended the efforts of the Iranian experts 

for maintaining refinery installation in Abadan and elsewhere in the country without 
utilizing foreign expertise. He added that the refineries in Iran, except for the 
Abadan refinery which has halted production, have an aggregate output’ of 600,000 
bpd, the same as it did before the war. [Text] [LD011004 Tehran IRNA in English 
0941 GMT 1 Feb 82] 


BAKHTIAR TO MEET MUBARAK--Paris, 1 Feb (AFP)--Former Iranian Prime Minister Shapur 
Bakhtiar said today he would be meeting with President Husni Mubarak during the 
Egyptian leader's current visit here. Mr Bakhtiar told reporters the meeting would 
probably take place tomorrow, before President Mubarak leaves for Washington. 

Mr Bakhtiar, the late shah's last premier, added that he had been to Cairo recently 
and had spoken with President Mubarak about the situation in Iran and the Middle 
East in general. The family of the late shah of Iran, whom Mr Bakhtiar supported, 
resides in Cairo. [Text] [NCO11613 Paris AFP in English 1551 GMT 1 Feb 82] 


AYATOLLAH MEETS SOVIET MUSLIMS--Tehran, 1 Feb (IRNA)--Yesterday afternoon 
Ayatollah Jannati, a m2mber of the Council of Guardians, while visiting the Esteqlal 
Hotel, met with members of the Soviet delegation in Iran to participate in the 
ceremonies to celebrate the third anniversary of the victory of the Islamic revolu- 
tion of Iran. In the meeting Ayatollah Jannati explained to the group about the 
matters pertaining to the Islamic revolution of Iran ard said that the revolution 
had caused Islam to be applied in social, political, and economic aspects of life. 
A member of the Soviet delegation, Shaikhol Islam Pasha Zadeh, while peldging the 
support of the Soviet Muslims for the Islamic revolution of Iran, said the offices 
of the religious affairs in the USSR attended to the problems of the Muslims there 
and added those offices were active in publishing Islamic books, administering the 
affairs of religious schools, training religious scholars and arranging Islamic 
conferences. [Text] [LD011930 Tehran IRNA in English 1743 GMT 1 Feb 82] 
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TRAQ 


BRIEFS 


AIR~RAID SHELTER CONTRACT--The multipurpose buildings made by Finns in Iraq 
will also serve as air-raid shelters. The Finnish construction workers in 
Iraq were surprised at the sturdiness of the construction. The buildings are 
being made under a FMK 600 million contract acquired in August by Perusyhtyma 
and Vesto and involve public buildings and multipurpose buildings. The multi- 
purpose buildings wi-l accommodate libraries, movie theatres, restaurants, and 
meeting and sports spaces. With the possibility of crisis situations in mind, 
they have been designed to function also as air-raid shelters. When the contract 
workers left Finland, they did not know the sites were going to be so sturdy 
and bomb-proof. However, according to information from Bagdad, the buildings 
have been planned only for civilian use. About ten of them will be built in 
the next few years. [Text] [Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 9 Dec p 3] 9571 


CSO: 3107/41 


61 





LIBYA 


TRAINEES BROUGHT HOME SINCE SWEDEN REFUSED MILITARY COURSES 
Tripoli Threatens Suit 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 7 Jan 82 pp l, 7 
[Article by Margit Silberstein: '"'Telub May Be Judged by Islamic Law''] 


[Excerpt] The state enterprise Telub, in V4xjé, runs the risk of 
being brought before a Libyan court and sued for damages under 
Islamic law. That is the probable consequence of Telub's hav- 
ing broken the contract with Libya for training of 96 Libyan 
soldiers. 


Libya refused to agree to Telub's demand to drop the military section that was a 
part of the training and that was included in the contract. 


The negotiations, which had gone on for a year, collapsed a few weeks ago, and at 
very short notice the 96 Libyans got orders to return to Libya by 6 January. 


The negotiations have been characterized as "difficult and troublesome," and the 
Swedish negotiators have been met with a great lack of understanding on the 
Libyan side. 


"We expect that Telub will be brought before a court in Libya," says Seve 
Ungermark, information chief with Férenade Fabriksverken [United Manufacturing]. 


The negotiations between Telub and Libya have been going on since February 1981. 
It was then that Telub's new management informed the government that the training 
of the 96 Libyans included not only civilian but also military courses, the 
government immediately gave orders to Telub'’s management: Stop the military 
training! Telub responded by immediately starting negotiations with Libya with 
the aim of agreeing to drop the military training, which was primarily concerned 
with guided missile technology. 


Then after nearly a whole year the negotiations collapsed. Libya refused to agree 
to Telub's breaking the contract and dropping the training in guided missile tech- 
nology. At very short notice, only a few days, Libya decided to call home the 96, 
who flew from Sturup to Tripoli on Epiphany (6 January). 


The negotiations, which were conducted by Kent Sj66, executive vice president of 
Telub, and Olle Lund, director general of Férenade Fabriksverken (FFV), have been 
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characterized as "difficult and troublesome." 


Olle Lund admits that it is reasonable to believe that Libya was interested in 
precisely the military training, and that the civilian part was, so to speak, ac- 
cepted as part of the bargain. 


Seve Ungermark, information chief at FFV, tells SVENSKA DAGBLADET that the Swed- 
ish negotiators met with a lack of understanding among their Libyan counterparts, 
who feel "snubbed and thrown out of Sweden." 


"There is no reason to believe that Libya regards the affair as closed. We expect 
that there will be legal proceedings in Libya," says Seve Ungermark. 


Government Will Pay 


The government, according to Nils G. Asling, minister of industry, has assumed 
the responsibility for paying in the event of a successful damage claim. On the 
other hand, Telub will get no compensation for the loss of profit that results 
from the Libyans' having gone home 2 years earlier than planned. 


What the breach of contract means for Sweden's continued relations with Libya no- 
body can say. The Libyan people's office (corresponding to an embassy) threat- 
ened earlier that if Sweden broke the contract Libya would denounce the trade 
agreements that Swedish firms have with Libya. 


Industry Minister Nils G. Asling is hoping for a settlement "in a friendly spirit." 
But he admits that it is stated in the contract between Telub and Libya that if 
Telub breaks the agreement Libya will get compensation. The size of the compensa- 
tion will be decided under Islamic law in Libya. 


"There is nothing unprecedented about that. That is in all contracts with the 
Arab World," Nils G. Asling tells SVENSKA DAGBLADET. 


For a long time the so-called Telub affair was a two-man duel in the Riksdag be- 
tween Riksdag member Olle Wastberg (Liberal Party) and Staffan Burenstam Linder 
(Conservative),then Trade Minister. "The Libyans are soldiers who will get mili- 
tary training at Telub," Olle Wastberg insisted. Staffan Burenstam Linder just 
as obstinately asserted the contrary. 


In the fullness of time Burenstam Linder was censured for having misled the 
Riksdag and not told the whole truth about the Libyan soldiers. He was rehabili- 
tated to a certain extent by the former cabinet minister Carl Abjérnsson, who 
found in an investigation ordered by the government that Burenstam Linder was the 
one who perhaps did most to bring out the truth about the training. 


Karin Sdéder, who was foreign minister in Falldin's first three-party government, 
was the one that gave the first go-ahead for the deal between Telub and Libya. 

In spite of the fact that Benkt Dahlberg, then executive vice president of Telub, 
explained that it concerned training of soldiers with "a certain military connec- 
tion." 


Karin Sdéder refuses today, as she did earlier during the "Telub affair," go make 
any comment. 
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Benkt Dahlberg, who, after having landed the contract, lied about its content 
and later cited the secrecy regulations, will not say whether he now regrets his 
action. 


"When I signed the contract I did it with the assurance that I had the government 
with me," says Benkt Dahlberg, who believes that we must now count on "very nega- 
tive reactions from Libya." 


Tried to Smuggle Out Money 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 7 Jan 82 p 7 


[Text] Malmé (TT)--Hundreds of thousands of kronor in 100- 
kronor notes, seven tons of baggage containing fireworks, large 
amounts of chocolate and tobacco, etc., and pockets full of 
100-kronor notes. 


That is how the 96 Libyan soldiers tried to leave Sturup, near 
Malm6, Wednesday [6 January] noon. 


When the Swedish customs examined the 7 tons of baggage that arrived at the air- 
port by truck, a box of fireworks was found. 


It is forbidden to carry fireworks on planes, and so customs had to check the en- 
tire 7 tons of baggage. 


When the Libyans were going through the airport check they had hundreds of thou- 
sands of kronor in Swedish currency--in 100-kronor notes. One had 29,000 kronor, 3 
another 15,000 kronor, and others 8,000 to 12,000 kronor. 


Only 8,000 kronor can be taken out of Sweden without the permission of the Bank 
of Sweden. : 


The Libyans' explanation was that they had not had time to exchange their pocket 
money when they suddenly had to leave Sweden. 


Swedish Paper Comments 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 8 Jan p 2 
[Editorial] 
[Text] Now that che so-called students from Libya have gone home we can only say 
what everybody already knew--all that Libya was interested in was the military 
part--kept secret for so long--of the Telub training package in V&xj5. 
A possible compensation for damages notwithstanding, what happened is best. Ob- 
viously Sweden w.1l not under any circumstances participate in training that may 


be used for terivrist pourposes. 


What else can be said, beyond what has already been said? One ai may be worth 
mentioning. 
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It is unreasonable if Telub, state-owned though it is, does not in any sense bear 
the economic responsibility for what happened. The state guarantee on which the 
enterprise's management seems to be acting with regard to the possible damage 
claim obviously cannot be unconditional or uniimited. [t was Te’i«:, through the 
now displaced management of the concern “hat took upon jtself--and »s--obliga- 
tions of an unreasonable kind. Telub’ ust bear a reasoranle part of the economic 
damage here. 
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SUDAN 


OVERSEAS WORKERS RESPOND FAVORABLY TO NEW TAX 
Khartoum AL-AYYAM in Arabic 3 Dec 81 p 1 


[Article: "Response from Workers Abroad after Tax Law for Sudanese Citizens 
Working Abroad Was Issued Is Formidable" | 


[Text] Mr Sa'd Yahya, acting director of [the department of] taxes 
announced that his office began receiving positive reactions after the tax 
law for Sudanese citizens working abroad was issued. His excellency 
received tax remittances from the Embassy of Sudan in Qatar, and the 
Embassy of Sudan in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia requested some clarifica- 
tions about the law. Our embassy there also began a campaign to provide 
information about the law in Saudi Arabian newspapers. The director of [the 
department of ] taxes indicated that the [department] was awaiting publica- 
tion of the financial ordinance that would explain the law regarding the 
benefits for those working abroad and make the picture clearer to them. 


In this regard a responsible source in the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Planning announced that the financial ordinance was now in its final 
stages. He said that its contents had been discussed by the minister of 
state for finance and economic’ planning and by officials in the Department 
of Financial Revenues. He said the ordinance would be presented in the 

next 2 days to the minister of finance and economic planning for his 
opinion and that it would then be presented to the president. The source 
affirmed that the ordinance will-be issued in accordance with the benefits 
law and that it will determine the benefits in customs exemptions and land 
that will be granted to those working abroad. The ordinance will also deter- 
mine the period of exemption and the method by which goods that are exempt 
from taxes will be identified; it will also regulate remittances from 
people working abroad. Benefits granted to fellow citizens working abroad 
will be in return for their obligation to pay taxes and transfer a sum of 
money comparable to the tax [they pay]. The source announced that a delega- 
tion from the ministry would go on tour after the ordinance is issued to 
explain it to Sudanese citizens working abroad. 


On the other hand, the acting director of [the department of] taxes 
affirmed that the department was making an effort to facilitate tax with- 
holding measures. A Sudanese citizen working abroad will be able to obtain 








a certificate of no tax liability on the day of his departure from Sudan. 
[Income] statements submitted by citizens working abroad would Le accepted; 
any [other] certificate of income will not be needed, and work contracts 
will not have to be reviewed. Taxes collected in the past 15 days from 
citizens working abroad exceeded half a million dollars. 
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